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4 Dear Readers 


ff | the Spring 2002 DPN, where I wrote about being with 

{| | our dulcimer musicians in absentia via their recordings. 
:___| This time I will encourage you to participate in their 
concerts—and thank those of you who routinely do so. 

When I began my folksinger travels, before the dulcimers 
were even a real part of my performances, I experienced 
something that really bothered me. I’d go to a community, 
prepare for the concert, and be told by someone that we’d 
chosen the wrong date! If this were not (fill in the blank) 
prom night or the Big Game night or the second Tuesday 
after Thanksgiving when stores are at their busiest, why, the 
concert hall would have been filled! At first I juggled sched- 
ules and the calendar (I wondered if Australia’s Bank Holi- 
day would have an influence in South Carolina) and then I 
realized that if people wish to attend a concert they 
will—barring the wedding day of their son. 

I find the loyalty aspect of our dulcimer community 
unique. I’ve seen folks attend a concert of mine when they 
had to travel a hundred miles. Or when they had just heard 
me at a festival four months before. I write this letter on a 
Thursday, and this Saturday a friend and I are driving sixty 
miles (each way) to hear Ralph Lee Smith (DPN’s Mountain 
Dulcimer Tales And Traditions column writer) play music 
with Lea Coryell at Coolfont near Berkeley Springs, West 
Virginia. We wouldn’t miss it! 

There is nothing quite like hearing the music live and par- 
ticipating with our applause, laughter, smiles—and even our 
singing voices. How can we encourage other people in our 
communities to support the acoustic musicians? 

Bob Larson, Director of Jazz Studies at Shenandoah Uni- 
versity in Winchester, Virginia, wrote a letter to the editor of 
the Winchester Star after a concert by the Count Basie 
Orchestra last fall. With Bob’s permission, I will share part of 
his letter with you. 

“...The audience was smaller this year, which is disappoint- 
ing, but perhaps understandable. Hosting cultural events is a 
challenging business these days, for several reasons. Americans 
have so many other entertainment options in their lives now; 
the internet and television being the two most obvious. But I 
think our busy lifestyles are a bigger factor, and that is why Iam 
writing this letter of thanks to those who attended. As I was 
looking at the audience members’ tired faces, 1 wondered how 
many had started their day at 5 or 6 that morning, worked all 
day, spent time with children doing homework, had dinner, and 
then dashed off to the 8 p.m. concert. That is quite a day for the 
heartiest among us. Residents of other countries who support 
the arts more fervently have a different outlook on life, an atti- 
tude where work is important, but so is rest, known as “siesta” 
in some cultures. These people have the energy to go out in the 
evening and enjoy what their community has to offer. 


] _ his letter is a continuation of the one that appeared in 


Fortunately, those of us in the area who host cultural 
events are dedicated individuals who don’t give up easily. 
Shenandoah University, the local schools, First Night Winch- 
ester, First Friday, Bluemont, and many others (including 
local night spots downtown) will continue to do the impor- 
tant work of providing cultural events for our citizens. Please 
continue to support these efforts by simply turning off your 
computers and televisions, trying your best to find that sec- 
ond wind after a long day, and attending a live cultural event. 
I think that for most of us, when we attend a concert, the 
feeling afterwards is one of ‘I’m glad we did that tonight; let’s 
do this more often.’ You’re all invited!” 

Another event sticks in my mind after at least ten years. A 
friend and I attended a wonderful concert held at a new vine- 
yard. During the intermission I leaned against a railing savor- 
ing the beautiful countryside while my friend went to sample 
a glass of the vineyard’s fine wine. All of a sudden I heard a 
Whoosh! behind me, and turned to find a woman dashing 
toward the parking lot. I heard her husband’s voice as he 
passed me, struggling to keep up with his wife: “Are you sure 
you want to miss the rest of the concert just to see a rerun of 
Murder, She Wrote?” 

I just know it wasn’t a dulcimer player setting a record for 
parking lot running that night. Thank you for being there 
when we perform. And thank you for encouraging others to 
follow your dedication to the music! 


Pad 


In harmony, 


John & Heidi Coleen & Neal 
3 Cerrigione Walters 
4 


NEW RELEAS 


hitp://doofusmusic.com 


* Appearance Schedule 

* Pictures of the Doofs 

* Product Info & Pricing 

* Dulcimer & Autoharp TAB 


Doofus Music (DPN) 
56 Egypt Rd 
Ellington, CT 06029 
860-872-3264 
doofus@doofusmusic.com 


“Handful of Songs" 


The Doofs second release is another collection of old time and sentimental songs 
and tunes featuring mountain and hammered dulcimer, autoharp, guitar, banjo, 
and lots of vocals. The 17 selections include “Bye and Bye", "Cheat River", 
“Fishin’ Blues", "Fine as Fine Can Be", "Who'll Rock the Cradle", “Alpine Medley", 
"Friend for Life", "Hick's Farewell", "I Will", "Rustic Dance", “Who Will Sing for Me", 
"If | Could Be the Rain", "Little Birdie", "Loch Tay Boat Song", “Sweet Dreams", 
"Simply Fly", and "Handful of Songs". Running time is just over 62 minutes. 
Available in CD ($15) or Cassette ($10) plus $1.50 shipping. 


Letters 
To Us 


Dear DPN: 

I live in Crete Nebraska just south of Lincoln. Is there 
anyone my areathat could give me a few lessons on my moun- 
tain dulcimer? 

Donna Lehr 

lakesidelehr@starband.net 


* Dear DPN: 


I’m searching for dulcimer players (mountain and ham- 
mered) to get a pickin’ and grinnin’ group together. Who 
knows; we may get enough folks together to get a real pro to 
teach us. Contact me by e-mail at barcand@ nccray.com, by 
snail-mail at PO Box 523, Ray, ND 58849, or call toll-free at 
1-877-568-2900 in the evenings and leave a message. 

Bernie Arcand 


Editor's Note: We so enjoyed working on the article on Sam 
Herrmann and the Critton Hollow Stringband [DPN Vol. 28, 
No. 2, Spring 2002) that we neglected to include their contact 
information. Not wanting to keep them to ourselves, we now 
share the following information with you. 


Sam and Joe Herrmann 
Critton Hollow Stringband 
Rt. 1, Box 167 Paw Paw WV 25434 


304-947-7314 ¢ samjoe@juno.com 3K) 


NETWORKING 


Closing dates for the 
November—December 2002 DPN 
(To be mailed to subscribers in 
mid-October) 

Information for News & Notes, 
Letters, Music Exchange, etc: 
August 5th 


Unclassified Ads: August Sth 


Display Ads: 

1/12 page $35 1/6 page $70 
1/4 page $105 1/3 page $140 
1/2 page $200 Full page $400 
Inside back cover $450 
Outside back cover (4 page) 
$290 


Contact us concerning multiple 
insertion discounts. Advertisers: 
Please be sure to mention which 
kind of dulcimer is featured on 
recordings. 


Display Ads: August 5th (space 
reservation), August 15th 
(camera-ready copy) 


Ad Prices 

Unclassified Ads: 

45¢ per word. 4 issues paid in 
advance without copy changes: 
20% discount. 


For inquiries concerning interviews and 
articles, contact us for details and a 
style sheet. Unsolicited manuscripts 
are welcome. For returns of 


News and Notes, Letters, 
Events, Clubs 

Dulcimer Players News 
PO Box 2164 
Winchester, VA 22604 


UPS address: 
202 N. Washington Street 
Winchester VA 22601 


manuscripts, photos, or artwork, 
please enclose a stamped envelope; 
otherwise DPN is not responsible for 
their eventual fate. The DPN reserves 
the right to edit all manuscripts for 
length and clarity. The opinions 
expressed therein are not necessarily 
those of the Dulcimer Players News. 


Technical Dulcimer Questions 
Sam Rizzetta 

Rizzetta Music 

PO Box 530 

Inwood, WV 25428 


Recordings and Books for Review 
Neal Walters 

12228 Hollowell Church Road 
Greencastle, PA 17225 


Dulcimer players have been popping 
up in articles found in newsstand maga- 
zines. Sometimes the dulcimer hasn’t 
been mentioned (showing the diverse 
interests of our players), but we recog- 
nized you. Mountain dulcimer artist 
Margaret MacArthur (Marlboro, Ver- 
mont) was featured in the January issue 
of Smithsonian in an article about her 
music and the MacArthur harp. Anne 
Lough, from Clyde, North Carolina 
and a player of both hammered and 
mountain dulcimers, was a significant 
part of an article on the John C. Camp- 
bell Folk School in the January issue of 
Southern Living. Readers of the May 
issue of Reader’s Digest probably 
enjoyed the article about Cathy Run- 
yan-Svacina’s marble collection (and 
especially the picture of her blissfully 
buried up to her head and arms in 
many marbles). However, we know that 
Cathy, from Kansas City, Missouri, 
includes hammered dulcimer playing 
among her diverse interests. Finally 
there is a mention of the dulcimer in a 
Time magazine article (April 15, 2002) 
about Oprah Winfrey, who, we 
assume, doesn’t play the instrument. 
“In a nation where reading serious fic- 
tion is always in danger of becoming a 
specialized pursuit, something like play- 
ing the dulcimer, Oprah’s Book Club, 
with her 26 million million U.S. viewers 
a week, has made reading nearly as 
popular as professional wrestling.” 


Winners of the April 2002 mountain 
dulcimer contest at the 21st Annual 
Florida Old Time Music Champi- 
onship in Dade City are: 1st—Mary Z. 
Cox (Tallahassee), 2nd—Vgo Terry (St. 
Petersburg), 3rd—Linda Collins (Talla- 
hassee), and 4th—Frank Dennis (Cape 
Coral). Congratulations to all! 


News & Notes 


IN MEMORIAM 
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In March the dulcimer community lost a very special friend, Marty Lane, of 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio. Marty was a fine story teller, autoharpist, mountain dul- 
cimer player, entertainer, and friend. For Marty, sharing her gift of music was a 
way of life. She was very proud of her many years as a kindergarten teacher, and 
is remembered by many of her students for the autoharp songs which were part 
of their early school experience. 

For the past twenty years she was very involved in the Mountain Dulcimer 
Society of Dayton. Since 1995 she organized their annual retreat, Dulcimer 
Doin’. In the early 90’s she became the editor of their newsletter, The Noter. 
“Getting The Noter out” kept her going for her last couple of years. Even when 
she was in Hospice last October, she had friends set up her computer so she 
could get the newsletter ready to mail. 

Marty was a fixture at many of the dulcimer camps and gatherings through- 
out the region. She freely shared her arrangements of songs and tunes so every- 
one could join in the fun! She will be remembered for her quick wit, her grin, 
and the boundless energy she contributed to our music world. Marty assured me 
that in the future she’d be at a// the dulcimer gatherings, flitting around and 
listening to the great music and laughter of all the kindred spirits. 

Susan Trump 


Bey Rambler of Butler, Tennessee, who died in March, will be remembered 
by many as the one who always helped at the instructors’ sales tables at the dul- 
cimer workshops in Boone, North Carolina; by those who knew her as the one 
who would show “licks” freely and graciously at jams; and by those who play the 
many and varied arrangements of dulcimer music she wrote —among them 
“The Storms Are On the Ocean” and “Dumbarton’s Drums.” Bev was actively 
involved in the Knoxville Area Dulcimer Club and the Kingsport Dulcimer 
Society. 

I especially remember her playing with the Bays Mountain Laurels group. I 
can still hear her voice as she sang the high harmony when we played “Where 
the Soul of Man Never Dies.” I can only say, “May the soul of Bev never die.” 
She will be with us always as a friend and fellow dulcimerist. 

The Bays Mountain Dulcimer Society has established a fund in honor of Bev. 
Monies collected will go toward the March concerts in her memory. Donations 
may be sent to Neil Ottenfeld, 512 Rambling Road, Kingsport, TN 37663 with a 
note indicating the money is for the Bev Rambler memorial fund. 

Jan Fenelon 


Want to make a Mountain Dulcimer? 


Check out Keith Young's two volume, three hour video "How 
to Make a Mountain Dulcimer". A book contains plans, 


procedures, lists of materials, tools and supplies, fret 
calculations, "secrets" and more. $59 plus $5 priority mail. 
More information at www.AppalachianDulcimers.com. 
Keith Young, 3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 
phone: 703-941-1071, email: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


ERED DULCIMER 
on the peaceful shores 
Lake Huron in Ont 


Tm 


August 4th 0th, Z00Z 


Week-long workshop with master teacher Steve Schneider, 
including individual and group instruction. 
A maximum of six students allows for a 
highly personalized experience. Exquisite setting in island cabin 


on tree-lined shore near Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. 
Students must be comfortable in open boats. 


Costs: $800-$900 includes meals, lodging & stargazing. 


FILLED FOR SUMMER 2002 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR JULY 2003. 


For more information, contact: 
northernlights@steveschneider.com or at (845) 268-7102 


Variety, Innovation, Quality, & Value 
--e Since 1974 


Folkcraft Legeno 


Appalachian Dulcimers Hammer Dulcimers 
12 Solid Wood Models 6 Models 


Folk Roots “EN 


Appalachian Dulcimers = 
9 Solid Wood Models 
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Accessories, Recordings, Builders’ supplies, Bags/Cases, & more! 
E-mail:info@folkcraft.com Browse our web-site: www.folkcraft.com 
P.O. Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 Order Toll-Free: 800-433-3655 


Visit our Showroom: Corner High & Wheeler Sts., Winsted, Ct. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


Psalteries, Harps, Instrument Kits, Hammer Dulcimer Stands, Books, | 


8 en 
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TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 
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Three String 
Orchestra 


H 

H 

Volume 

1 II 

“ 

i Classical Music Interpretations 
i By 

| Shelley Stevens 
t} 

t] 


TWENTY-SIX more classical tunes ar- 
ranged for the Mountain Dulcimer with 
standard notation, tablature and chords. 
Tunes include: 

Gavotte - Bach 

Madame Butterfly - Puccini 
Swan Lake Theme - Tchaikovsky 
Norwegian Dances - Greig 

La Donna E Mobile - Verdi 
Ecossaise - Beethoven 

Bacarolle - Offenbach 

Carmen Castanet Song - Bizet 
Piano Sonata - Haydn 

Nutcracker March - Tchaikovsky 


$12.25 Post Paid 


Ohio residents please add 6.5% tax 


MASTERCARD & VISA 


Catalog available 
send orders to: 
TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 


Shelley Stevens 


643 E. Euclid Ave. 


Springfield, OH 45505 
937-323-7864 


shelleystevens@musician.org 


Great Plains Dulcimer Alliance 
To Celebrate Twenty Years 

On November 20, 1982, approxi- 
mately twelve people from the Wichita, 
Kansas area attended an informational 
meeting at the invitation of Les Slaugh- 
ter, owner of Whitewater Dulcimer 
Company at the time. On December 4, 
1982 they held an organizational meet- 
ing where they elected officers and 
formed a committee to develop bylaws. 
Meetings are held the second Saturday 
of each month. 

Through the years the GPDA has 
continued to grow. The membership 
keeps busy with performances and jams 
and have added two annual events to 
meet the purpose of the Club. A benefit 
concert in March helps to raise money 
for a day of workshops and a picnic in 
September that is free to the public and 
introduces folk music and dulcimer 
instruments to new enthusiasts. 

Membership is now at 75. Five of the 
original founding members are still on 
the rolls. GPDA is home to many state, 
regional and national champions. 

A monthly newsletter keeps the 
membership up to date on club happen- 
ings. Stepping into the 21st century with 
old-time music, we’ve launched a web 
site: gpda.org. 

Twenty years of sharing music and 
the beautiful sound of dulcimers keeps 
the club members busy, connected, and 
happy. 

Teresa Bachman 

El Dorado, Kansas 


The Endless Mountain Dulcimer Club 
announces its birth and invites others to 
join us. The EMDC is a group of ham- 
mered and mountain dulcimer players 
who meet at Missigman Music in 
LaPorte, Pennsylvania on the 3rd Tues- 
day of each month. We begin at 6:30 
p.m. with a jam session and end the 
evening with munchies and discussions 
of upcoming festivals and other folk 
music topics. Eventually we hope to 


Dulcimer Clubs 


plan a dulcimer festival for the Endless 
Mountain region. 

We're not limiting ourselves to dul- 
cimers. Anyone who plays an acoustic 
instrument and would like to jam with 
us is welcome. People of all ages and 
skill levels are encouraged to join us. 

If you’re interested, contact Donna 
Missigman at Missigman Music, Box 6, 
LaPorte, PA 18626, 570-946-7841, 
dulcimer@epix.net. 


Other new clubs 


Alabama 

The Wiregrass Pickers Dulcimer Club 
John H. Farmer 

616 County Road 726 

Enterprise, AL 36330 

334-393-2045 ° farmerj@alaweb.com 
Ist & 3rd Sundays 


Arizona 

Arizona Dulcimer Club 

Ken Hulme 

8085 Manley Drive 

Prescott Valley, AZ 86314 
928-776-8794 
kenhulme@mindspring.com 

4th Sundays (MD, HD welcome) 


Kentucky 

Morehead Mountain StringsDucimer Club 
Betty Sharp 

201 Circle Drive, Morehead KY 40351 
606-784-4387 ° bsharp@yesconnect.net 
2nd & 4th Mondays 


Maryland 

Maryland Mountain Dulcimer Society 
Michael Wuyek 

695 Paddle Wheel Court West 
Millersville, MD 21108 
mawuyek@yahoo.com 
marylandmountaindulcimer@yahoo.com 


Mississippi 

Oxford Dulcimer Club 
Bruce Meier 

407 Jackson Ave. West 
Oxford, MS 38865 
pbmb2@earthlink.net 
2nd & 4th Thursdays 
Boone Country Dulcimers 
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Forrest D. Smith 

PO Box 493, Booneville, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 ¢ forsmith@bellsouth.net 
2nd & 4th Mondays 


Tippah Dulcimer Guild 

Stan Kuykendall 

4690 CR 600, Booneville, MS 38829 
662-534-1800 © stanz71@yahoo.com 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays 


North Mississippi Dulcimer Association 
Forrest D. Smith 

PO Box 493, Booneville, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 ¢ forsmith@belsouth.net 


Crossroads Dulcimer Club 

Shirley Wilson 

88 CR 170, Corinth, MS 38834 
662-287-3339 © tsw@asvia.com 
Ist & 3rd Mondays 


Tallahatchie Dulcimer Club 

Judy Ann Branch 

1548 CR 126 , New Albany, MS 38652 
662-538-6039 ¢ judy-Ild@datalane.net 
Ist & 3rd Thursdays 


New CD Release! 
©= Bill Schilling and 
. Linda Sigismondi 


Shee > : _~ = 
Songs from Canal Days 


Books with Melodies, Chords, & Lyrics 
Linda’s feature DAD Tab 
Songs from Canal Days 
Celtic Ballads and Songs 
Appalachian Ballads and Songs 
Christmas Songs 
Bill’s Include DAA or Autoharp Tab 
Dulci-More Public Domain Songbooks 
General (DAA) (8: X11) $25 plus s/h $5 
Autoharp (82X11) $25 plus s/h $5 
Vols.1,2,3,4, & Christmas (DAA) (5:X8:) 


CD $15, Books $12 (L) $7.50 (B 5: X82) 
plus s/h $2.00 first item, $.50 each add'l 
Linda Sigismondi Bill Schilling 
474 Kathy St. 984 Homewood Ave. 
Gallipolis, OH 45631 Salem, OH 44460 
740.446-9244 330-332-4420 
lsigis@zoomnet.net __bill@billschilling.org 
Isigis.homestead.com billschilling.org 


8th Annual 


September 28th, 2002 
Dana Point, CA 
Featuring: David Schnaufer, Wale 
Michael, Neal Hellman, Mary 
McLaughlin, Mark Nelson, & others 
FD, HD, Bodhran, Penny Whistle, 
Irish Signing Workshops, Concerts, 
Vendors & Jamming by the ocean 
www.scdh.org 


714/879-7500 


Cook forest Folk Gathering 
September 6-3 
Inthe beautiful Cock Forest and at 
Clarion University in Western P&, 


WORKSHOPS 
* WHISTLE 

* WORE 

* CLoc DaNcNc 
* HARMONCA 


* MD ano HD 
* FIDOLE 
* PERCUSSION 


* Banso 
* BND MORE 


* GUTAR 


Featured Artist 
John McCutcheon 


Also Appearing: 
Aubrey Atwater & Elwood Donnally 
Simple Gifts Sweetwater 
Lorraine & Bennett Hammond 
Mark Wade & Bob McMurray 
Jody Marshall & Sharon Knowles 
RimRock Outofthe Blue 
Louise Ziegler Roger Mace 
Information: Kris Stiglitz at 814-393-2227 
or kstiglita@darion.edu 
vawy.simplegittsm usic.com /cookforest 


Ninth Annual 
Housatonic Dulcimer & 
Music Celebration 
September 27-29, 2002 


Mountain Dulcimer 
Bonnie Carol ¢ Leo Kretzner * Lois Hornbostel * Thomasina 


Rob Brereton * George Haggerty * Dallas Cline » David Marks 


Hammered Dulcimer 


No Strings Attached * Mike Kachuba 
Bonnie Carol * David Neiman 


Harp: Julie Shrake * Guitar: Kevin Briody * Harmonica: No Strings 


And 


check our website for updates 
www.robear.net 


860-669-5618 


HDC « PO Box 2024 + New Milford, CT 06776 


ELEVENTH ANNUAL 


AUGUST 
DULCIMER 
DAZE 


AUGUST 23, 24, 25, 2002 


WEST DOVER, VERMONT 
FEATURED PERFORMERS 


kK*K* 


LORRAINE & BENNETT 
HAMMOND 


MARGARET MacARTHUR 
& Family 


THOMASINA 


kK 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
WORKSHOPS 


OPEN STAGE * SALES BOOTH 
MINI CONCERTS * JAMMING 
DULCIMER RENTALS * FOOD 

SATURDAY EVENING CONCERT 


FOR INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 


FOLK CRAFT MUSIC 


P.O. BOX 88 
JACKSONVILLE, VT 05342 
802-368-7437 


E-Mail: swewater@sover.net 


Events 


August 10-11 ° Salem, WV 

Dulcimer Weekend at Fort New Salem. 
Workshops (MD, HD), concert, and 
jamming. Info: Carol Schweiker, Fort 
New Salem, Salem International Uni- 
versity, Salem WV 26426. 304-782-5245. 
www.salemiu.edu. 


August 10-11 © Denver, CO 

Hammered & Mountain Dulcimer Competi- 
tion, at Highlands Ranch. Info: Star 
Edwards, PO Box 18464, Denver CO 
80218. 303-831-1744. star@star 
harp.com, 


August 16-18 © Lake Quinault, WA 

Kindred Gathering at Kamp Kiwanis, 
Lake Quinault. MD, but other instru- 
ments welcome. Workshops, concert. 
Info: Eric Steese, 4200 14th Ave. SE, 
Olympia WA 98503-2325, 360-491-8018, 
ecscc@olywa.net. 


31st Walnut Valley Festival 
September 19,20,21,22, 2002 


Tommy Emmanuel 

Mike Cross 

Byron Berline Band 

Laurie Lewis 

Marley’s Ghost 

Misty River 

Don Edwards 

Sons of the San Joaquin 
Jim Hurst & Missy Raines 
Spontaneous Combustion 
Yonder Mountain String Band 


August 16-18 ¢ Grafton, IL 

Great River Road Festival. Concerts, 
workshops (MD, HD), State contests 
for MD, HD, open stage, vendors. Info: 
Johanna Nicholas, 314-863-8807. 
www.angelfire.com/il/gateway. 


August 17 ¢ Abingdon VA 

Lap Dulcimer Picnic. Jamming, food and 
fun. Info: Jeff Sebens, 10 Concord Rd, 
Meadows of Dan VA 24120. 877-426- 
8056 or www.meadows-music.com. 


August 17-19 ¢ Mt. Laguna CA 

Gathering at Mt. Laguna. Workshops for 
dulcimer, harp, guitar, bowed psaltery, 
and more. Concert Saturday night. Info: 
Susan Raimond, PO Box 213, Mt. 
Laguna CA 91948. 619-473-1213. 
harphealer@yahoo.com. 


August 18-24 e Washington, ME 
Meadowlark Music Camp features classes 
(MD, HD and other folk instruments), 
concerts, and jamming. Info: Jerry 
Bryant, 25 Columbia Dr., Amherst MA 
01002. 413-256-6606. paulsmiths.edu/~ 
stagerj/meadowlark.html. 


Winfield, Kansas 


John McCutcheon 


Hot Club of Cowtown 


Summer 2002 = 7 


EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 


] November — January issue: ] 
I Events from the 2nd weekend of Noy. 
through the 2nd weekend of Feb, | 
] Deadline: August 1st 
l 


February — April issue: 
E Events from 2nd weekend of Feb, 
through the 2nd weekend of May 
Deadline: November 1st 


I 

! 

I 

i 

| May — July issue: | 

Events from 2nd weekend of May 

through Labor Day weekend | 

This is our largest yearly calendar ] 

i Deadline: February Ist | 
l 

I 

l 


August — October issue: 
i Events from the 2nd weekend of Aug. 
through the 2nd weekend of Nov. 


Deadline: May Ist 


ee ee ee 


continued on next page 


se 
LonTEST PRIZES 


The Wilders 


Tom Chapin with Michael Mark 


Crucial Smith 
Beppe Gambetta 
Filippo Gambetta 

Carlo Aonzo 
Stephen Bennett 


Henri’s Notions 
Exit 81 
Pete Huttlinger 
Dakota Blonde 
Brooks Williams 
Pat Kirtley 
Gallier Brothers 


Bluestem 

Red Wine 

Pat Donohue 
Crow Johnson 
Andy May 
Julie Davis 
Roz Brown 


David Mallett 
No Strings Attached 
Karen Mueller & Robert Force 


ADVANCE TICKETS GUARANTEEADMISSION 


Ticket Prices 
Full-Festival (4-day) 
2-day Fri-Sat 
Sat-Sun 

Fri or Sat 

Thurs (Gate Only) 
Sun (Gate Only) 


*Children ages 6-11....$5 each. Payable at gate only. 
* Advance price mail ticket orders must be received by 


Aug. 24. 


WORKSHOPS - 8 CONTESTS 


Arts & Crafts Fair 
4 Stages in Operation 
Well Policed Grounds 


No Animals, No Beer, No Alcohol, 


No Drugs. 


Due to noise, motorcycles are not 
allowed in campgrounds, but may 
park in designated parking area. 


No mail orders after August 24. 


Prairie Rose Wranglers 
Walnut Valley Men’s Chorus 


Bill Barwick 
Linda Tilton 
Barry Patton 


Walnut Valley Association, Inc. 
918 Main/PO Box 245 
Winfield, KS 67156 
(620) 221-3250 
wvfest.com 
hq@wvfest.com 
Festival gate and campgrounds will 
open Thurs. Sept. 12 at 8 a.m. Only 
Full Festival ticket holders will be 
allowed on grounds prior to 
Thurs. Sept 19. 


i es 
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August 22-24 ¢ Booneville, MS 

Magnolia Dulcimer Club Fall Festival. All 
accoustic instruments welcome. Work- 
shops, open stage, vendors, door prizes, 
potluck supper. RV camping available. 
Info: Jerry Grisham, 662-286-9404, 
Magnoliadulcimer@aol.com. 


August 23-25 © West Dover, VT 
Dulcimer Daze. Open stage, workshops 
and concerts (MD focus). Info: Folk 
Craft Music, PO Box 88, Jacksonville, 
VT 05342. 802-368-7437. 
swewater@sover.net. 


August 23-25 ¢ Midland, Ml 

Midland Dutcimer Festival at Midland 
Fairgrounds. (HD, MD) Jamming, 
workshops, concerts. Info: Wayne & 
Linda Conklin, 989-835-4303, 
http:/Awww.dulcimers.com/midland.htm. 


Aug 26-Sept 1 ¢ Avoca, IA 

Old-Time Country Music Contest and Festi- 
val. Contests and workshops (HD, MD, 
other instruments). Info: Bob Everhart, 
PO Box 492, Anita IA 50020. 712-762- 
4363, bobeverhart@yahoo.com, 
www.oldtimemusic.bigstep.com. 


September 1-7 © Brasstown, NC 
Beginning Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown NC 28902 800-365-5724. 
www.folkschool.org. 


September 6-8 ¢ Cooksburg, PA 

Cook Forest Folk Gathering. Workshops, 
concerts, jamming, vendors. All acous- 
tic instruments welcome. Info: Kris 
Stiglitz, Clarion Univ. Division Contin- 
uing Ed., Clarion PA 16214. 814-393- 
2227. kstiglitz@clarion.edu, 
www.simple giftsmusic.com/cookforest. 


September 13-15 ¢ Guif Shores, AL Jubilee 
Music Festival. Workshops (MD, HD), 
jamming, open stage, crafts, vendors, 
camping/cabins and food concessions 
available. Info: Stan Hodgin, 334-990- 
8895, Stana322@earthlinknet or Joyce 
Van Valkenburg, 251-981-2013, 
oycevan@gulftel.com. 


September 14 « Fairmont, WV 

West Virginia Mountaineer Dulcimer Club 
Fall Meeting. Jamming, pot luck lunch, 
open stage (HD, MD). Info: Patty 
Looman, 1345 Bitonti St., Star City WV 
26505. 304-599-5343. 


September 14 ¢ Winfield, KS 

Winfield Warm-Up Picnic, sponsored by 
the Great Plains Dulcimer Alliance. 
Acoustic music: Workshops, jamming, 
picnic, evening concerts and open mike. 
Info: Mike Huddleson, 6622 W. 35th St. 
So., Wichita KS 67215. 316-524-0997. 


September 15 ¢ Huntsville, AL 

Mountain Dulcimer Festival. Perfor- 
mances, jam sessions, and sales booths 
at Burritt Museum and Park. Info: Bob 
Johnson, 10314 Essex Drive, SW, 
Huntsville AL 35803-2102. 256-880- 
2732. wb4nlj@hiwaay.net. 


September 19-22 © Winfield, KS 

Walnut Valley Festival. National contests 
for hammered and mountain dulcimers 
and other instruments. Workshops, con- 
certs, all-night jams, arts & crafts fair. 
Info: Bob Redford, PO Box 245, Win- 
field KS 67156. 316-221-3250. 
www.wvfest.com. 


September 20-22 ¢ Shepherdstown, WV 
Upper Potomac Dutcimer Festival. Work- 
shops, classes, concerts, jam sessions for 


all levels of HD players. Info: Joanie 
Blanton, PO Box 1474, Shepherdstown 
WV 25443. 304-263-2531. 
blanton@intrepid.net. 


Sept 20-22 © West Salem, OH 

Fall Fling Campout at Town & Country 
Camp Resort. Workshops, jamming, 
Potluck supper. Info: Bernice Camp- 
bell, 288 Adario W. Rd., Shiloh OH 
44878. 419-896-2808. 


September 20-22 ¢ Lancaster, OH 
Harmony Harvest Campout. Workshops 
(MD, HD,others), jamming, potluck 
dinner, open stage. Info: Michael Oliv- 
er, 152 East Fair Ave., Lancaster OH 
43130-1801. 740-653-0917, low- 
erlights74@hotmail.com. 


September 21 Niles, Ml 

Fernwood Dulcimer Festival. MD, HD. 
Workshops, concert. Info: Paula Ralph, 
24333 Sassafras St., Edwardsburg MI 
49112, 616-699-7057, 
japsrf@hotmail.com. 


Central Mississippi 
Dulcimer Association 
2002 Fall Festival 
November 8 & 9, 2002 


Olde Towne Middle School 
210 Sunnybrook Road 
Ridgeland, MS 39157 


Workshops 
2002 Fall 


for: 
Festival 


Instructors: 
Mountain Dulcimer 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Auto Harp 
Guitar 
Tin Whistle 


Linda Thomas 

Dan De Lancey 

Karen & Chuck Daniels 
Debbie Porter 

Scot Odena 

Aubrey Atwater 

Lloyd Wright 


Host Hotel: Shoney'|sInn Rate: $39.00 plus tax 
839 Ridgewood Road 
Ridgeland, MS 39157 
601/956-6203 


Please mention that you are with the Dulcimer 
Festival to receive this discounted room rate. 
Reservation must be made before 10/25/02. 


Camping: Timberlake Campgrounds 
601/992-9100 


LeFleur “is Bluff State Park 
601/987-3985 


For additional Information about the festival contact: 


Connie Seaney 

Festival Chairperson 

2359 Upper Dr 

Pearl, MS 39208 

601/939-2780 beseaney@netdoor.com 


Music Related Vendor Spaces Available 


S tringalong 


hops 


Wor 


Nationally Known 
Dulcimer Artists 


Ona 
Wisconsin Lake 
I hour from Milwaukee & Chicago 
Stringalong Weekends 
November 1-3, 2002 
March 7-9, 2003 
May 23-26, 2003 
UW-Milwaukee Folk Center 


@ 1 (800) 636-FOLK 


September 27-28 ¢ Pineville, KY 

Great American Dulcimer Convention 
featuring workshops (MD, HD) and 
concerts. Info: Pine Mountain State 
Resort Park, 1050 State Park Rd., 
Pineville KY 40977. 800-325-1712, 
www.pinemountainpark.com. 
September 27-29 ¢ New Milford, CT 
Housatonic Dutcimer Celebration. Work- 
shops (MD, HD, guitar, songwriting), 
vendors, concerts, and more. Info: 
Housatonic Dulcimer Celebration, 
PO. Box 2024, New Milford CT 06776. 
860-567-1605. acoutrad@aol.com. 
http:/Avww.robear.net/dulcimerfestival. 
Septemher 27-29 ¢ Dewey AZ 

Southwest Dulcimer Festival features 
workshops (HD, MD), Friday and Sat- 
urday concerts, contra dance, jamming. 
Info: Anna Duff, PO Box 641, St. David 
AZ 85630, 520-720-4965. www. 
dulcianna.com. 


September 28 ¢ Dana Point, CA 
Harvest Festival of Dutcimers. (HD, MD) 
Workshops, concerts, and jamming. 


A wide variety of 
Workshops for 
Hammered & Mountain Dulcimer 


Evening Performances 
Farm-Fresh Catered Food 
Tent Camping ¢ RV Parking 
Nearby Hotels 


Late Night Contra Dance 
Jamming, All Acoustic 
Instruments Welcome! 


Grand Canyon-2 Hours Away 


Info: So. California Dulcimer Heritage, 
PO Box 927926, San Diego CA 
92192.949-646-1964. www.scdh.org. 


Sept. 29—Oct. 4 © Brasstown, NC 
Continuing Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, Brasstown 
NC 28902. 800-365-5724. 
www.folkschool.org. 


October 4—6 * Macon, GA 

Great Georgia Peach Jam at Lake 
Tobesofkee. All weekend jam! MD 

and other instruments. Saturday night 
potluck. Inf: John Stockard, 3686 
Sussex Dr., Milledgeville GA 31061. 
478-452-5713, dulcimer4u@yahoo.com. 


Octcher 4-6 * Bennington, OK 

Master Works Sawdust Dulcimer Festival. 
Oklahoma State HD & MD contests, 
workshops, concerts, jam sessions. Info: 
Wood ’n Strings, 1801 Peyco Drive 
South, Arlington TX 76001. 888-752- 
9243, sawdustdulcimerfest.com. 


Octoher 6-12 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Intermediate Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 


September 27-29 


Dewey, Arizona 


Summer 2002 = 9 


John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown NC 28902. 800-365-5724. 
www.folkschool.org. 


October 11-13 ¢ St. Petersburg, FL 
Sunshine State Acoustic Music Camp. 
Classes (MD, HD, other acoustic 
instruments), concert, camping avail- 
able. Info: Charley Groth, 703 15th 
Ave. N.W., Largo FL 33770. 727-585- 
5678 (before 10 p.m. EDT), rainbow- 
pr@juno.com, http://ssame.cjb.net. 


October 11-13 © Opp, AL 

Heart of Dixie Dulcimer Festival, Frank 
Johnson State Park. (MD) Open stage, 
jam sessions. Info: Loretta Piland or 
Byrdell Kersey, 200 East Cummings 
Ave., Opp AL 36467, 800-239-8023, 
wetter@oppcatv.com. 


Oct. 11-13 © Patestine, CH 

Old Time Gospel Music Retreat. HD, MD, 
autoharps, other acoustic instruments. 
Info: Joyce Harrison, 937-473-5143, 
gospelretreat@yahoo.com, www. 


geocities.com/gospelretreat. 
continued on next page 


For Program and 


Advanced Registration 
Contact: 


Anna Duff 

P.O. Box 641 

St. David, AZ 85630 
(520) 720-4965 
anna@dulcianna.com 


Visit Our Website: 
www.dulcianna.com 


BeanTree Barn Near Prescott, In The Mountains of Northern Arizona 


Steve Schneider * Aubrey Atwater ° Karen Ashbrook 
Paul Oorts * Ken Kolodner « Robert Force * Karen Mueller « Rick Thum 


lejandra Barrientos & Hector Larios + Brenda Hunter « Tina Gugeler 
Anna Duff + Dave Firestine 


Sponsored in part by Songbird Dulcimers 
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October 11-13 ¢ Decatur, AL 

Bea Morrow Memorial Camp ’n Jam, Point 
Mallard Campground. Sponsored by 
Morgan County Dulcimer Association. 
Info: Janet Henderson, 256-353-4239, 
jhendersonal@msn.com. 


October 18-20 Pittsburgh, PA 

Allegheny Dulcimer Retreat. Hammered 
dulcimer workshops, jamming, concert. 
Reserve early; space limited. Info: Judy 
Graham, 724-238-6859 or Phyllis 
Howard, 814-275-3658, www.westol.com/ 
jgraham/alleghenydulcimer. 


October 19 ¢ Leominster, MA 

Mt. Dulcimer/Guitar Daye. Workshops for 
beginner to advanced. Jams, concert. 
Rental instruments available. Info: send 
SASE to Ruth Harnden, 58 Hickory Rd., 
Leominster MA 01453, 978-534-9220. 


October 25-26 Hillsboro, MO 

Autumn Acoustics at the Jefferson County 
Folk Music Festival. HD, MD., autoharp, 
guitar, banjo, fiddle. Contra/square 
dance, workshops, concert. Info: 
Maxine Jinderson, 636-586-7663, 


mspryj@jen.net or Shirley Bettis, 5767 
Timber Lane, Hillsboro, MO 63050, 
636-797-5767. 


October 25-27 © Launde Abbey, UK 
Nonsuch Annual Weekend sponsored by 
the Nonsuch Dulcimer Club. Work- 
shops (MD, HD). Info: Alyn Iorwerth, 
14 Seldon Close, Winchester SO22 4JG, 
UK. +44 1962 8496560, http:/Avww. 
nonsuchdulcimer.org.uk. 


October 25-27 © Century, FL 

Dogwood Dulcimer Association jam and 
campout at Lake Stone. Jamming, open 
stage, camping, covered dish and chili 
supper. Info: Tom Asbjornsen, 850-453- 
6678 or Yvonne Ward, 850-626-9981. 
dogwooddulcimers@yahoo.com. 


October 26 ¢ Cincinnati, OH 

Cincinnati Dulcimer Society Fall Festival. 
Mountain dulcimer workshops, evening 
concert, jams, dinner and open stage. 
Info: Madge Moore, 4534 Forest Ave., 
Norwood OH 45212. 513-531-8772, 
Madgelee2@aol.com. 


October 26 ¢ MA 

3rd Annual Bay Path Hammered Dulcimer 
Festival. HD, autoharp. Workshops and 
jamming. Info: Ken Mattsson, 164 
Cushing St., Cambridge MA 02138- 
4582, 617-576-9331, Lois Somers, 978- 
827-4301, www.walkways.org/baypath. 


November 1-3 e East Troy, WI 

Stringalong Weekend. Concerts, work- 
shops, singing, and dancing. Dulcimer 
activities. Info: UMW Folk Center, Ann 
Schmid, PO Box 413, Milwaukee WI 
53201. 800-636-FOLK (3655). 
www.uwm.edu/Dept/Folk/. 


November 1-3 ¢ Mobile, AL 

Deep South Dulcimer Association Festival 
at Chickasabogue Park. (MD, HD) Pot 
luck dinner, jamming, open stage. Info: 
Donna Blanchard, 251-344-5501 or 
Fred Clarke, 251-473-5515, 
dpblanch@juno.com. 


November 8-9 ° Ridgeland, MS 

Central Mississippi Dulcimer Association 
Fall Festival. Workshops for MD, HD, 
guitar, penny whistle. Concerts, open 


Announcing 
The Second Annual 


Heritage Dulcimer Camp 


Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 
Novice through Advanced Classes 


July 20-25, 2003 


Parkville, Missouri 


for information contact: 
Sharon Lindenmeyer 
AO5 Court + Ellsworth, KS 67439 
(785) 472-4285 + sIndmyr@informatics.net 
http://www-personal.ksu.edu/~30 1 4tum/heritage 


Southeast Ohio 
Dulcimer Festival 


Saturday November 16, 2002 


Attend hands-on 
workshops 9 to 5 
plus an evening concert 
featuring 

acd Looman and 
Molly Freibert. 


chews, 
ee] 


at the Dairy Barn 
Cultural Arts Center 
8000 Dairy Lane 
Athens, Ohio 


For more info and 
Registration materials 
contact: 

Jerry Rockwell or 
Mary Lautzenheiser 
PO Box 79 

Guysville, OH 45735 
Call: 740-662-3011 
Email: festival@jcrmusic.com 
Visit: www.jcrmusic.com 
www.dairybarn.org 


ZARGRRRAAG adda JI JIIISISISIIISI 


ag 


Katie LaRaye Waldren 


stage. Info: Connie Seaney, 2359 Upper 
Drive, Pearl MS 39208. 601-939-2780, 
bcseaney@netdoor.com. 

November 8-10 © Pigeon Forge, TN 
Smokey Mountain Dulcimer Retreat. HD, 


OLD-TIME GOSPEL MUSIC 
RETREAT 


OCTOBER II - 13, 2002 


MD. Workshops, concert. Info: June Go- ered Dulcimer 
forth, 865-687-9418, jmgof99@aol.com. Join: 4 

5 Country Strings — ‘ e c. 
November 9 ¢ Elizabethtown, KY Barb & Rog, Dot & Steve, Shari and Joyce n/Britist Isles 
Heartland Dulcimer Fall Festival. Work- Louise & Bob Ziegler and Others ry A efiea Folk 7 


shops for MD, HD, harmonica, guitar, 
tin whistle, etc. Open stage, concerts. 
Info: Craft Merchantile, 270-877-5551, 
dulcimore@aol.com. www.geocities.com/ 
heartlanddulcimerclub. 


November 10-16 ° Brasstown, NC 
Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John C. 
Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, NC 
28902 800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 
November 16 ° Athens, OH 

Southeast Ohio Dulcimer Festival. Work- 
shops (MD, HD) and evening concert at 
the Dairy Barn Cultural Arts Center. Info: 
Jerry Rockwell, PO Box 79, Guysville, OH 


45735, 740-662-301 1, jermar@frognet.net, 13d99IEIITEISIIISTIIITEISTSIIISTEIITSTITST 
www, jcrmusic.com.€3 


For a full weekend of MUSIC... Materia 


mountain & hammered dulcimers, autoharps & 
other acoustic instruments 


INSPIRATION ~ BIBLE STUDY 
PLAYING ~ SINGING 
FUN ~ Foo. ~ LODGING 


SATURDAY NIGHT COMMUNITY GOSPEL SING 
at the beautiful 
GOLDEN EAGLE CHRISTIAN CENTER 
PALESTINE. OHIO 


For more information & a brochure, contact: 
Joyce Harrison, phone: 937-473-5143 


Email: — gospelretreat@yahoo.com 
Web: — www.geocities.com/gospelretreat 


* www.katiewaldren.com — 
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1st Annyal 


AUTUMN 
ACOUSTICS 


atthe 
defferson County Folk Music Festival 


On the 
Campus of Jefferson College, Hillsboro, MO 


October 25-26, 2002 


y °7 pan. Friday: Contra/Squ Dance w/ Rick Thum & Friends. 
9 a.m. Saturday Workshops: Hammered lulcimer, 
Mtn ulcimer, Autoharp, Guitar, Banjo, Fiddle. 
+7 pm. Saturday Evening Concert 


INVITES YOU TO 
ATTEND THE 8TH 
ANNUAL FESTIVAL 
*“DULCIMER CLUB November 8-9, 2002 


ELIZABETHTOWN, KENTUCKY. USA 


Great New Location! 


Hardin County Schools Performing Arts Center 
located at John Hardin High School, 384 W. A. Jenkins Road 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701 


Ken Kolodmer Linda Brockinton 
Mike Casey Sam Rizetta 


Lee Rowe Les Gustafson-Zook 


Open Mic Friday Evening, Backstage Cafe 8-11 


Workshop Registration at JHHS starts at 8:00 am, Saturday 
Workshops, 9:00-4:00 
Lunch and Jam Time, 12:00 
Evening Concert, 7:00 p.m. 
Vendors, 9:00-7:00 


Costs: $5.00 Each Event 


For more information, or pre-registration brochure, 
email: duicimore@aol.com or call 
Ky. Croft Mercantile at 270-877-5551, 10-00-6-00, 


Tuesday-Saturday Or visit us online at: 


Instructors/ Performers: 
Rick Thum & Friends 
Linda Thomas & Dan leLancey 
Chuck & Karen [Daniels 
Chris Talley 


For information & registration, contact: 
Maxine Jinkerson, (636) 586-7663 


Camping & or mspryj@jcn.net 
motels nearby or Shirley Bettis, (636) 797-3840, 


5767 Timber Ln., 
Hillsboro, MO 63050 


edistribute without permission. Contact dp 


Musical Reviews 


Neal Walters 


cimer player from Texas who devel- 

oped a passion for the hammered 

dulcimer at nine years of age. Now, 
at the tender age of sixteen, he is the 
2000 Texas State Champion and 2001 
National Reserve Champion. His new 
CD, Be Thou My Vision, is an out- 
standing showcase for this young man’s 
talent and a delight from start to finish. 
The album consists of traditional hymns 
played in a non-traditional way and he 
has gathered an outstanding cast of sup- 
porting talent to help him realize his 
own artistic vision. In addition to his fine 
leads on hammered dulcimer, he has 
incorporated cello, fiddle, pennywhistle, 
guitar, keyboards and vocals to fashion 
an elegant and stately chamber music 
sound complete with gypsy overtones! 
Be Thou My Vision starts slowly as 


| oshua Messick is a hammered dul- 


expected, but builds in rhythmic and 
sonic intensity until it positively pulses 
with energy. Come Thou Fount relies on 
an insistent rhythm that is somewhat 
majestic and march-like in feeling. Spe- 
cial weather effects and some wonderful 
synthesizer work make Come Ye Sinners 
Poor and Needy into a balm to the dis- 
advantaged. Joshua’s dulcimer links it 
all together and his playing is controlled, 
focused, and perfect to the occasion. He 
transitions easily from playing melody to 
playing harmony to providing distinctive 
rhythms that are never hackneyed or 
predictable. Joshua’s playing is ageless 
and just plain good. Other songs on the 
CD include It Is Well with My Soul, My 
Shepherd Will Supply My Need, Sweet 
Hour of Prayer, and Softly and Tenderly. 


ence in Oakland, Maine. He was 

originally trained in classical piano 

but switched to hammered dul- 
cimer after hearing the instrument 
played at a contra dance in the early 


' arry Vayo teaches high school sci- 


’80’s. In the 20 years that have followed 
that fortuitous encounter, he has devel- 
oped a lively playing style that he applies 
to Celtic tunes, pop and rock songs, 
Latin American tunes, Cajun music, 
and even the occasional classical piece. 
Hobbitland features several original 
compositions, traditional favorites from 
Ireland, Quebec and India, and tunes 
from the Beatles and Bob Dylan. The 
selections vary from solo dulcimer 
instrumentals to full ensemble numbers, 
adding instruments like guitar, ukulele, 
vocals, dombek, wood block, tablas and 
even a Hindu vocal chorus. This is an 
eclectic mix but Harry does a nice job of 
tying it together with his dulcimer play- 
ing. He begins with one of the very best 
Beatles’ songs, I’ll Follow the Sun, then 
Raghupati (a Hindu chant), then a tradi- 
tional Irish tune, The Butterfly, followed 
by his own original, Hobbitland—and 
the journey is on. The common denomi- 
nator is some sprightly dulcimer playing 
that quickly lets you know that Harry is 
completely at home in these many dif- 


LS 


Looking for a dulcimer that: 


-- Will give a lifetime of enjoyment. 


-- Will give you the freedom to develop your playing style. 


-- Has been entirely built by a craftsman. 


-- Has a life time guarantee. 


or a free, full color-brochure call 1-800-700-3790 or write 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
Box 117, Hancock, VT 05748 


Tel: 802-767-3790 


ferent musical nooks and crannies. 
Tunes include Planxty George Brabizon, 
Lily Bay, Rain on Speck Pond, and 
Cheyote Moon/Streets of Mexico. 


her Celtic harp, tin whistle, piano, 

oboe, autoharp and psaltery skills in 

addition to mountain dulcimer, 
Lorinda Jones has released an entire 
album featuring the mountain dulcimer 
as the lead instrument on each track. No 
Shadows was worth the wait. Lorinda’s 
playing is terrific, and tasteful. The songs 
are mostly traditional American folk 
favorites with some beautiful old hymns 
and a couple of Celtic tunes thrown in 
for good measure. The very capable sup- 
port musicians are Rob Smith on man- 
dolin and cello, Dell Harris on guitar, 
Gary Gallier on dulcimer and udu, Bren- 
da Brooks on hammered dulcimer and 
flute, Rob Harris on fiddle, and Jean 
Ham on harmony dulcimer. Lorinda’s 
inventive arrangements give her accom- 
panists plenty of room to shine. This is a 
classic dulcimer album that should find 
its way into your collection. 


! fter several album releases featuring 


don’t think I’m the only one to have 
noticed that sacred music seems to 
lend itself to the mountain dul- 
cimer. Reigning Winfield mountain 
dulcimer champion, Linda Brockinton, 
has certainly been paying attention and 
her new collection goes a long way 
toward proving the point. Her third CD, 
My Daily Prayer, features Linda’s 
unique finger-style arrangements of 
twenty lovely songs of faith and worship. 
She gets help from her friends—notably 


Lightweight flight cases for HDs 
Soft cases for any dulcimer 


the Heartstrings Dulcimer Ensemble, 
which blends fretted dulcimers of all 
descriptions with hammered dulcimer, 
flutes and whistles—and she also adds 
some wonderful playing of her own on 
wooden and silver flutes. The songs are 
mostly traditional favorites but include 
two Brockinton originals as well. Linda’s 
fingerstyle approach is wonderfully orna- 
mented and her playing is crisp, and pre- 
cise with a sensitivity that is perfectly 
suited to the material. This is a reward- 
ing album and I recommend it highly. 
Songs include He Leadeth Me, When 
They Ring Those Golden Bells, In the 
Garden, and Simple Gifts. 


erv Rowley is perhaps best known 
for his pioneering work in arrang- 
ing music for the fully chromatic 
fretted dulcimer but he’s also a 
keen student of history. His new tabla- 
ture book, Yankee Doodle Dandy, 
attempts to give the reader and player a 
“better appreciation of the interrela- 
tionship between our Nation’s history, 
the evolution of its folk music, and our 
beloved Appalachian dulcimer as a folk 
instrument.” The book includes tabla- 
ture for twenty-five songs “reminiscent 
of the growth and development of the 
nation from its early founding until the 
end of the nineteenth century, a period 
in which the Appalachian dulcimer was 
gradually evolving in the Southern 
Highlands of America.” The book con- 
tains a useful compendium of historic 
facts as well as some fascinating infor- 
mation about the songs. Each one 
(includes Greensleeves, The Girl I Left 
Behind, My Darling Clementine, and 
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and color samples 


Colorado Case 
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Be Thou My Vision 

Joshua Messick, PO Box 3, Cypress, 
TX 77249, 281-373-9353, 
hammerdulcimer@onebox.com 
www.joshuamessick.com(CD). 


Hobbitland 

Harry Vayo, 304 Rocky Shore Lane, 
Oakland, ME 04963, 207-465-2691, 
vayowoods@gwi.net(CD). 


No Shadows 

Lorinda Jones, PO Box 123, 
Rineyville, KY 40162, 
losnotes@infi.net (CD). 


My Daily Prayer 

Linda Brockinton, 3343 Wise Rd, 
Alexander, AR 72002, 501-316-2055, 
lindabrockinton@hotmail.com(CD). 


Yankee Doodle Dulcimer 
Merv Rowley, 665 Lakeview Court, 
Roselle, IL 60172, 


Jeannie With The Light Brown Hair) is 
clearly presented in standard musical 
notation and dulcimer tablature. €3 


Purveyors of traditional folk 
instruments, music, books 
and recordings 


We carry a full line of: 

e Mc Spadden Dulcimers 

e  Folkcraft Dulcimers 

e Doug Thomson’s Banjo-Mer 

e Dusty Strings Hammered 
Dulcimers 

Clarke, Generation & Walton’s 
Tinwhistles 

Hohner Harmonicas & 
Recorders 

Deering and Gold Tone Banjos 
Herdim Picks 

Bodhrans, Djembe & Doumbek 
Drums 

Strings, Tuners, Capos 
Individual Artist Tab books, 
Tapes, CD’s and more... 
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Family Tree Music 
-, 305 S. Main Street 2 
Springboro, Ohio 45066 35 
J 
(937) 748 - 8778 g 
We accept: VISA, Master Card, g 
Discover & American Express g 
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BOOKS FOR HAMMERED DULCIMER 


A Most Useful Collection of 16 Hammered Dulcimer 
Friendly Tune Books and z Instruction Books 
From Medaeival tunes, to Old-Timey Fiddle Tunes, to 
Classical Dulcimer Duets, to Irish, Scottish, English, & 
Colonial American. Jigs, Waltzes, Reels and Airs. 
New in 2001 
New Ed. of #5, Mostly Irish Airs, 
now with over 40 tunes - $8 
New Ed. of #6, Jigs, now with 35 jigs - still $5 
New Ed. of #10, Melodies of Scotland's Past, 
now with 41 Scots tunes - $8 
And Still 
Square One, 1 - HD for Absolute Beginners - $5 
Square One, 2 - Exercises for HD (Patterns) - $5 


At stores from Elderly, to River Song Music, to Wood 'n' Strings 
and lots more in between, and by mail and on the web 


SaraJohnson - The Kitchen Musician® 
449 Hidden Valley Lane Cincinnati OH 45215 
513 - 761 7585 
http://members.aol.com/kitchiegal/ 


TK O'Briew’y Folk Instruments 


Mountain Dulcimers 
Hammered Dulcimers 
Lap Harps 

Bowed Psalteries 
Door Harps 

Dulcimer Stands 
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Cases and more 


828-456-7502 


TK O’Brien’s Inc. 
PO Box 614 Lake Junaluska, NC 28745 
www.tkobriens.com tkobriens@hotmail.com 


Call for a dealer nearest you. 


An exciting new instrumental release 


Look. Back with Love 


Hammer Dulcimer with guitar and mandolin 
by Peggy Carter 


Old-time, Celtic and classical music from bygone days. A CD- 
ROM multimedia presentation is included with video, music 
and still clips of live performances with Peggy and friends. 


fad Additional recordings and Books 
ie by Peggy Carter 


* Take Me Home- CD or Cassette 
Inspired by childhood memo- 
ries of family gatherings. 


* Sounds, Clear asa Picture 
Beginner Hammer Dulcimer 
instruction book...$11.95 


¢ Hammer Jammer Play Book 
Collection of Hammer 

1 Dulcimer arrangements of 100 
2 popular tunes...$14.95 


Write or e-mail for 
information on 


46142 Hexham Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379 
Samfest97 @aol.com 


In 1972, we began 
making dulcimers 
because they 
were easy to play, 
not too expensive, 
and lots of fun. 


After 29 years, 
Black Mountain Dulcimers 
still are. 


FREE Catalog of Dulcimers, books, CDs and more 
Yours for the asking. 


100 Foothill Blvd.* Calistoga, CA 94515 « Toll Free 1-800-786-4240 
www.blackmininstruments.com Dealer inquiries welcome. 


by Paul Gifford 


An Old Hackbrett (?) 
From Indiana 


| e generally assume that the 
We American dulcimer derives from 
We English antecedents. This is rea- 
x = sonable, given the origin of most 
Colonial immigrants. However, to 
prove this by comparing instrument 
designs is difficult. A substantial num- 
ber of mid-nineteenth century Ameri- 
can instruments can be found in both 
museums and private collections, a 
number in fact far larger than what 
seems to be the case in Britain or Ger- 
many. Although different patterns had 
emerged, they had been in use in 
America long enough to acquire dis- 
tinctive characteristics. 

Broadly speaking, these characteris- 
tics include treble courses numbering 
from nine to twelve and consisting of 
three or, to a lesser extent, four strings 
per course; a smaller number of bass 
courses which consist of fewer strings, 
generally two, per course; and the lowest 
treble course tuned c/g, c#/g#, or d/a. 
There are other less distinctive charac- 
teristics, such as a diatonic tuning and a 
central bridge placed at a ratio of 2:3 
between the oblique sides, that place the 
design within the larger dulcimer world, 
as well as more peculiar ones that define 
particular American designs, but the 
string arrangement and pitch range are 
the simplest characteristics that define 
the design of old American dulcimers. 
The closest European design seems to be 
that of late-nineteenth century dulcimers 
made in Birmingham, England, which 
also have these characteristics. The 
design typical of East Anglian dulcimers, 
where treble and bass courses have the 
same number of strings per course (four) 
and where the lowest treble course is 
usually g/d, is different. However, the 
problem in making these comparisons is 
that we are comparing instruments which 
had probably already evolved somewhat 
from earlier antecedents. 


Hammered Dulcimer Tales & Traditions 
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It was with some surprise, then, that 
I saw an old dulcimer for sale by an 
antique dealer in Berea, Kentucky. I 
recognized immediately, from its hand- 
made tuning pins, that it was older than 
most antique American dulcimers. By 
the 1850s, piano hardware manufactur- 
ers were producing uniform tuning 
pins, one-quarter inch in diameter, 
specifically for dulcimers, which ren- 
dered the earlier pins, laboriously made 
at the blacksmith’s forge, obsolete. But 
there were many other features that set 
this otherwise plain-looking dulcimer 
apart. It had seven treble and seven 
bass courses, each with five strings per 
course, those few remaining all being of 
brass. The most obvious design charac- 
teristic, however, was its small size and 
light weight. In short, it was older and 
very different from most nineteenth- 
century American dulcimers. I had to 
have this instrument, so I bought it. 


_ nfortunately all the dealer knew 
) about it was that he had gotten it 
‘G8 in Hagerstown, Indiana. With 
___. most of its provenance lost, we can 
oily speculate on its particular tradi- 
tion. This part of central eastern Indi- 
ana was settled in the 1810s largely by 
Quakers (of English descent) coming 


from North Carolina. But Quakers in 
that period opposed secular music and 
would never have owned such an 
instrument. Further investigation 
showed, however, that near Hager- 
stown was a settlement of Lutherans of 
German descent from Berks County, 
Pennsylvania. These people definitely 
could have built or owned this dul- 
cimer. The Pennsylvania folklorist 
Henry Shoemaker wrote in 1923 that 
Huguenots in Berks County played 
what they called a “dulcimer, dulci- 
more, or hackbrett.” He was probably 
wrong in giving it a French origin, since 
those Huguenot families had lived in 
Germany prior to emigration and had 
become German speakers in this large- 
ly German county. There is also evi- 
dence that Germans in York County, 
Pennsylvania, played the Hackbrett. The 
folk artist Lewis Miller in the 1830s 
illustrated a dance held at a York 
County home in 1808 to the music of a 
black fiddler named “Stepfan” and a 
German Hackbrett player (Miller’s cap- 
tion to his watercolor indicated that he 
knew only the word Hackbrett for the 
instrument). We should not be sur- 
prised, in any case, that the Pennsylva- 
nia “Dutch” used the instrument, since 


continued on next page 


in the late eighteenth century the Hack- 
brett or Cymbal was widely played by 
German speakers, especially to accom- 
pany violins at wedding dances. 

The dulcimer from Hagerstown, 
Indiana, measures as follows, in its out- 
side dimensions: 27-3/4” (705 mm) at its 
longer length; 14-7/8” (365 mm) at its 
shorter length; 9” (229 mm) from front 
to back. Its sides, 3/8” thick, are 3-1/4” 
wide at the outsides, and 2-3/4” in the 
centers, forming feet at the outside cor- 
ners. The detachable, unhinged lid is 1- 
3/8” high. The corners are dovetailed. It 
seems to be made entirely of walnut, 
with the exception of its soundboard, 
which is probably white ash. As it lacks 
sound holes, it is difficult to make infer- 
ences about its construction. It is clear, 
however, that the pin blocks are about 
3/4” thick, their upper surfaces 2-1/4” 
wide, and that they probably rest on 
lengthwise internal braces, since they 
do not touch the baseboard. The thin 
baseboard is recessed 1/8” from the bot- 
tom of the sides. Each tuning pin is 


MAIDEN CREEK 


@ for that old-time music ® 
OVER 230 TAPE & CD titles 


at 25% off, no S&H 


SONG COLLECTIONS $7 
CELTIC SONGS & AIRS #1 
COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
SONGS OF FAITH 
CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
BEGINNERS ist SONGBOOK 
BEGINNERS OLDTIME FAVORITES 
--coming-- 
WALTZES AND PRANCES 
BLUE AND GRAY 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
4122 Melrose Dr. Wooster,OH 44691 
330/845-7825 
jphockett@sssnet.com 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without 


about 1-1/4” long, with a diameter of 
.134” inch, the top end of which is ham- 
mered to make it flat. Like the tuning 
pins of eighteenth-century harpsichords 
(but unlike handmade pins on other 
American dulcimers that I have seen), 
they lack holes, so tension on the wind- 
ings holds the string taut. The original 
wires were of brass, all .012” in diame- 
ter, with spiral windings on the hitch- 
pin end. 


previous owner seems to have 
refinished the sides and lid, so it is 
difficult to say what the original 
finish might have been. The 
bridges, the corner molding along the 
lower and upper edges of the sound- 
board, and the nuts were stained a 
bright red. The soundboard and pin 
block surfaces appear to have been 
unfinished. The general appearance 
suggests that it was not some amateur 
maker’s first attempt, but rather an 
instrument made by someone who had 


Build 


Supplies 


© Tonewoods 
© Complete kits 
© Tuning pins 

e Hitch pins 

© Strings 

© Specialty tools = 
© Tuners 
e Finishes 
© Glues 

© Pickups 


5-Star tuning peg 


For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
parts, supplies, books & videos 
for instrument building & repair: 


Call 800-848-2273 
Fax 740-593-7922 


Online: www.stewmac.com 


Es STEWART* MACDONALD’S 


E GUITAR SHOP SUPPLY 


» Box 900DP ¢ Athens, Ohio 45701 ¢ USA 


much experience. I have put on yellow 
brass wire of the same size as the origi- 
nal wire, and it seems to hold tune, 
although the treble bridge, being 
warped, will not allow it to be tuned 
properly. The tuning I use is (on the 
right side of the treble bridge, going 
up): gabcdef; (on the left of the tre- 
ble bridge): d e f# g abc. The bass 
courses are tuned an octave below the 
notes on the right side of the treble 
bridge. It is impossible to say whether 
this was the original tuning, but the 
length of the brass strings suggests it. 

Now let us compare the design and 
dimensions of this dulcimer with instru- 
ments of similar size and string arrange- 
ment in European museums. 
Unfortunately I do not have complete 
descriptions of the dulcimers in certain 
museums, especially of the large collec- 
tion in the Germanisches Nationalmu- 
seum in Nuremburg, but some 
similarities do occur. 

First, let us look at instruments with 
a similar string arrangement. Dulcimers 


Sue Carpenter 


presents... 
fingerpicking & 
more for the 
mountain 

‘2 dulcimer 


PATTERNS AND PATCHWORK 
More than a year’s worth of 
fingerpicking lessons 
‘ Instructional Book $20 

HELIOTROPE BOUQUET 


Elegant collection of instrumentals 


DULCIMER STRAPS 
Adjustable-Quick Release Buckle 


Black, red, wine, blue, green, 
purple, brown, rainbow 
Sue Carpenter 
2160 Hideaway Lane | 
S&H $2 Quinlan, TX 75474 


Add $1 each add'l item 
TX residents add 8.25% sales tax 


$12 


© 


permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 


with seven treble and seven bass cours- 
es (or close) include: No. 676, in the 
Heyer Collection of the University of 
Leipzig, identified as German, 1670- 
1700, with four strings per course; 
MINe 13, in the Neupert Collection, 
Germanisches Nationalmuseum, made 
by Jakob Karlen in 1772, with six treble 
and seven bass courses, each with four 
strings per course; MI 82, in the Ger- 
manisches Nationalmuseum, identified 
as from Vienna, probably from the 
beginning the of nineteenth century, 
with seven treble and eight bass cours- 
es, with five strings per course; MINe 
14, from the Neupert Collection, identi- 
fied as from the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century, with eight treble and 
seven bass courses, with five strings per 
course; one in the Stockalperschloss, 
Brig, Switzerland, identified as a nine- 
teenth-century instrument from Upper 
Wallis, with eight treble courses and 
seven bass courses, each with five 
strings per course; and one in the Car- 
olino Augusteum, in Salzburg, signed 
“Jacob Weiss, Lauten- u. Geigenmach- 
er in Salzburg,” though the label is con- 
sidered dubious, with nine courses of 
six strings each. 


he dimensions of this dulcimer 

seem to conserve a pattern that 

emerged in the sixteenth century. 

Our earliest detailed technical 
description of a Hackbrett appeared in 
the manuscript of a Swiss pastor named 
Johann Hutmacher, written about 1580. 
Brigitte Geiser’s interpretation of Hut- 
macher’s description indicates that he 
outlined a larger instrument that was 
800 mm (31_”) long by 320 mm (12_”) 
wide and a medium-sized instrument 
720 mm (28-3/8”) long by 280 mm (11”) 
wide. Hutmacher did not describe 
string layout. He gave dimensions of 
pinblocks, which apparently were 
attached to the back and not planks as 
in the dulcimer in question. His pins, 
illustrated as conical with swallowtail 
ends, unlike the cylindrical pins with 
flat ends of this dulcimer, resemble pins 
on Hackbretts made in Appenzell in the 
early twentieth century, but in length 
are similar. 
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The overall design of this dulcimer 
suggests a conservative German design, 
probably one that immigrants to Penn- 
sylvania had brought by the middle of 
the eighteenth century. By that time, 
larger and longer (and thus probably 
steel- or iron-strung) dulcimers had 
appeared in Germany, some reflecting 
the design of the Cymbal that had 
emerged in Bohemia. A systematic 
study of the design of German dul- 
cimers remains to be written, and with- 
out accurate descriptions it is 
impossible to make generalizations 
about regional German styles, especial- 
ly outside the Alpine region. Most eigh- 
teenth-century German immigrants 
came from the Palatinate, but if this 
instrument is at all representative of a 
southwest German design of the early 
eighteenth century, we would need to 
identify instruments made there. Unfor- 
tunately, however, the number of sur- 
viving German instruments is very 
small. 

Whether this dulcimer was made by 
someone following a traditional Ger- 
man pattern or not, its design definitely 
sets it apart from most nineteenth-cen- 
tury American dulcimers. Although its 
exact age is uncertain, it must be one of 
the earliest known American-made dul- 
cimers. Its design harks back directly to 
the sixteenth century, as we can see by 
comparing its length and width with 


Hutmacher’s “medium-size” instru- 
ment. We know for certain that dul- 
cimers were brought to the British 
North American colonies from Eng- 
land, Germany, and probably Ireland, 
but we need to find more pre-1830 
examples, in those countries as well 
as the United States, in order to 
understand those connections 

more precisely. €3 


References: Brigitte Geiser, “Das 
Hackbrett in der Schweiz,” in John 
Henry van der Meer, Brigitte Geiser, 
Karl-Heinz Schickhaus, Das Hackbrett: 
ein alpenldandisches Musikinstrument 
(Herisau/Trogen: Verlag Schlapfer, 
1975); Henry W. Shoemaker, The Music 
and Musical Instruments of the Pennsyl- 
vania Mountaineers (Altoona, Pa.: 
Mountain City Press, Times Tribune 
Co., 1923). 


Traditional Virginia 
Noter Style Dulcimer! 
Phyllis |, 
Gaskins 


=. fiddle tunes 
& songs 
“from the heart" 


Mountain Dulcimer - 


Galax Style 
.. tunes from Southwest VA in the traditional 
Galax style by a champion dulcimer player. 


Home Now - 
From the Shenandoah to the Shannon 


.. tunes from Ireland, Scotland, and the 
mountains of VA 


cassettes $12 ~~~ CD's $17 (includes s/h) 
10575 Jacksons Way 


Port Republic, VA 24471 
phylgdulci@rica.net 


Ss JimJim & the FatBoys 


featuring Steve Eulberg 


Bottle Up & Go 


“Mountain dulcimer quartets, mountain dulcimer Pl 
blues... the sliding wail of the National Guitar, the gentle Se 
but steady rhythms from the boxset, the sweet trill of the 


hammered dulcimer, the growling blues... all are found pouring from the souls of these 


Our 1024 Year! 


For more information about this and 
other recordings call 


970.472.1352 


www.owlmntnmusic.com 
Recorded, Mixed and 1015M S. Taft Hill RD #144, 
Mastered by KIVA Records Fort Collins, CO 80521 
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Maureen Sellers ; 
presents 


MY TEACHING BOOK 

VOLUME ONE- $12.00 * 

NEW! * 

MY TEACHING BOOK * 
VOLUME TWO- $12.00 

CD For VOL. 1 & 2- 
$15.00 
(The books | teach from atthe ye 
universities.) 


eg 


***Coming Soon- Simply Duets!*** 
Simply Gospel One- $12.00 * 
Simply Gospel Two- $12.00 * 

Simply Gospel Three- $12.00 * 
Simply Remembered- $12.00 * 
Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 * 
Fretboard Companion- $6.00 Chord Chart-$2.00 ye 
Great Players of the Mountain Dulcimer —CD- $15.00 * 

Send $2.50 each for shipping & handling plus $1.50 for each 
additional item. IN residents add 5% sales tax. * 
Maureen Sellers, LLC * 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 * 
E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com gir 

For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 

www.maureensellers.com * 
* 
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MAKERS OF 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


with a solid reputation 
built on quality and service 


¢ Ten models of dulcimers, 
from two to four octaves 
¢ Five chromatic models, 

including the Piano Dulcimer 
~ —* Seven models of lever harps 
: * Stands, dampers, cases, 

: hammers, books, 
and videos 


Contact us for 
free color brochure 


W206) 634-1656 Dusty Strings Co. 
Fax (206) 634-0234 3450 16th Ave. W. 
www.dustystrings.com Seattle, WA 98119 


How Old Is This Dulcimer? 


Josie Wiseman of Crestwood, 
Kentucky, has one of the world’s best 
antique dulcimer collections. The extent 
of her collection and the great interest 
and rarity of a number of the items that 
she owns reflect an indefatigable search 
effort. Josie will drive long distances in 
response to a newspaper ad for an 
antique sale that mentions an “old dul- 
cimer.” Some fifty percent of her travels 
are pretty much in vain; the instrument 
turns out to have little or no antique 
interest. But that other fifty percent 
includes some great things indeed. One 
of her supreme finds, the only specimen 
of a “scheitholt mounted on a sound- 
box” that has ever been found, is illus- 
trated on pages 27 and 28 of my book, 
Appalachian Dulcimer Traditions. 


Top view of the dulcimer. 


A couple of years ago, Josie saw an 
ad for an auction in Ripley, Ohio, that 
listed, among other things, an “old dul- 
cimer.” The instrument was described 
as having inscriptions that read, “Adams 
Co., O.T. 1841.” Ripley is a small town 
in southern Ohio, on the Ohio River. 
Adams County lies just to the east of 
Brown County, in which Ripley is locat- 
ed. “I packed bunches of money in a 
number of hiding places in my car, and 
headed for the auction!” Josie says. 

Josie found that the dulcimer was 
hourglass-shaped, with top and sides 
made of oak, and the bottom, fretboard 


and head made of an indeterminate 


wood or woods. The soundholes con- 
sisted of four “X’s.” The nut and bridge 
consisted of old, dingy pieces of plastic, 
both blocked with thin shims of wood, 
suggesting but not proving that some- 
thing a bit wider could once have been 
in both places. The instrument was 
crude in its workmanship. The frets 
were of the old wire-staple type, with an 
odd fret pattern. A long space separat- 
ed the nut from the first fret, which in 
effect made the first fret the nut. The 


continued on next page 


A DULCIMER FOR ELSPETH 


A Children’s Story 


written by ESTHER KREEK 


Illustrated book with CD 
Narration by Esther 
Music played by Esther & Sam Rizzetta 


To order, send 
$22.95 + $3.00 shipping 
(KS residents add sales tax) 
to 


Esther Kreek 
10308 Metcalf PMB 109 
Overland Park, KS 66212 


Inquiries: 


serenesnd@aol.com 


913-661-9590 
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ALSO AVAILABLE 
Cottages & Castles CD 
Midwinter's Feast CD 


or Night Cap CD/cassette 
$15 CD, $10 Cassette 


Books and Recordings by Lorinda Jones 


Latest Release! 
The Celtic Collection 
Book and CD 
$15.00 


A collection of 24 tunes in mostly 
DAD tuning, plus use of the capo, 
arranged for the Mountain Dulcimer. 
Book includes an accompanying 
CD recording of all tunes. Hewlett, 
Off She Goes, George Brabazon, 
Farewell to Whiskey, Loch Lomond, 
Minstrel Boy, Irish Washerwoman... 


MORE MOUNTAIN DULCIMER TABLATURE BOOKS 
Learn To Play The Mountain Dulcimer, | $5.00 
Learn To Play The Mountain Dulcimer, Il $5.00 

The Spirited Dulcimer, (Book and Cassette) $10.00 

Lullabies and Other Lilting Melodies $10.00 
Dulcimer A La Mode (Book and CD) $15.00 


Send check payable 
to: Lorinda Jones 
PO Box 123 
Rineyville, KY 40162 
s&h all orders $2.00 
losnotes@infi.net 
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first nine frets appeared to be approximately chromatic. 
These were followed by four frets that were more or less 
widely spaced, and then by three more frets that extended 
only a short way across the fretboard. The widely-spaced frets 
and the three short frets can be seen in the detail photo, 

Fig. 1. As is shown in Figures 4 and 5, “O.T. 1841” is crudely 
scratched into the left-hand side of the fretbord near the foot, 
and “Adams Co.” is scratched into the right-hand side. 

At the auction, only one other bidder manifested interest. 
Josie’s winning bid was $105, a lot less than she had expected 
to pay. After she got home, she took pictures of the dulcimer 
and sent them to me. A number of them are shown here. 

Josie felt a good deal of uncertainty about the date that 
was inscribed on the side of the fretboard. She ended up ship- 
ping the instrument to me for my opinion regarding the date. 
My measurements of the instrument were as follows: 


Overall length: 32 4 inches 

Vibrating String Length, nut to bridge: 25 % inches, 
short for an old hourglass-shaped dulcimer. 

Width, Upper Bout: 5 inches 

Width at Waist: 5 inches 

Width at Lower Bout: 6 inches 


As for the date 1841, I, too, reacted with caution. I took 
the dulcimer to Keith Young, the dulcimer maker and restor- 


er of Annandale, Virginia, who has seen many old dulcimers. 
He shared the uncertainly that Josie and I felt. Keith 
observed that the glue holding the back on the instrument 
had long ago dried up, and the back was held on only by two 
screws, one each at top and bottom. Keith removed the 
screws, and we observed two features of the internal con- 
struction. First, partial cuts, 1/4” apart, had been made down 
the interior of both sides, to facilitate bending. Second, the 
fretboard was partially hollowed out, with matching cuts in 
the one-piece top and an uncut area between the two hol- 
lowed-out areas. This clearly suggests knowledge on the part 
of the maker of this construction feature of hourglass dul- 
cimers made by Charles N. Prichard of Huntington, West Vir- 
ginia in the late 1800s, and/or instruments that might have 
preceded or come after those made by Prichard. (See the 
illustration of the inside of a Prichard dulcimer in L. Allen 
Smith, A Catalog of Pre-Revival Appalachian Dulcimers, page 
95. This book was published in 1983, before Prichard’s identi- 
ty was known.) 

Studying the inside of the instrument under the artificial 
light of Keith’s shop, we saw nothing more. It wasn’t until I 
arrived home, and was carrying the instrument to my door in 
the bright sunlight, that I noticed something faintly written in 
pencil on the inside of the bottom. I sat down and studied it. 
Most of it was indecipherable, but one thing could be read 
beyond doubt: a year date! 


Builders’ Supplies 


Our updated Woods & Accessories Listing is now 
“on the Web” please visit: http://www.folkcraft.com/newwood.html 
Don’t Have web access? Just call 800-433-3655 and we will mail an updated list. 


Products include: Herdim picks, cases, wood parts for dulcimers 

and psalteries, end buttons, tuning pins, hitch pins, Strings for hammered 
dulcimers, Appalachian dulcimers, psalteries and more. Straps, tuning 
wrenches, inlays, tuning gears, electronic tuners, pickups and more. 


New! Double Dulcimer Bag 
Great new bag design of green water-resistant Cordura 
fabric. Has large accessory pocket; Two fully padded 
10” X 40” X 4” compartments fully zippered on each side; 
Handles and backpack straps for easy hands free movement. 


$135.00 + shipping 


860-379-9857 

FAX: 860-379-7685 

Toll-Free 800-433-3655 

E-mail: info@folkcraft.com 

P.O. Box 807 - Winsted, CT 06098 


Serving The Dulcimer Community since 1974 
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What do you suppose it says? I am going to tease you, and 
will keep the information secret until the fall Dulcimer Players 
News. I will publish the information in my next column. 
Meanwhile, study these photos, and guess! 3) 


1. Above: Upper and lower 
portions of the fretboard 


2. Left: Metal tailpiece 


3. View of the scroll _ 6. View of the scroll 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 
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Linda Sigismondi 


grew up in northeastern Pennsyl- 

vania, near Wilkes-Barre. Though 

I did not come from a musical 

family, I expressed an interest in 
music at an early age. I took piano 
lessons when I was in grade school. 
After a flood destroyed the piano, I 
switched to guitar lessons in junior high 
and also took several years of dance 
lessons. 

My interest in folk music started at 
Girl Scout camps. I went to camp as a 
teenager and later became a counselor 
during summer breaks from college. I 
learned to play a large number of folk 
songs on the guitar and to lead songs in 
the dining hall and at campfires. 

I went to Corvallis, Oregon for grad- 
uate school and got involved in the folk 
music scene there. I learned Appalachi- 
an clogging through an extension class 
and later performed at many folk festi- 
vals as part of a clogging group. I also 
played guitar and sang at gatherings of 
the local folk music society and attend- 
ed many folk concerts. 

My introduction to the dulcimer was 
also in Oregon. I was renting a room in 
a home. Another renter in the house 
just happened to have a dulcimer that 
she built from a kit. I played it and 
liked it so much that I took my birthday 
money and ordered a wooden dulcimer 
kit. I put it together and learned to play 
a little from books. Shortly thereafter, I 
helped organize a house concert for 
Leo Kretzner. This was my first oppor- 
tunity to hear a professional dulcimer 
player. 

I finished my Ph.D. in 1986 and 
landed a teaching job as a biology pro- 
fessor at Salem College in West Vir- 
ginia. During my first summer there, I 
learned about some classes at the 
Augusta Heritage Festival in Elkins, 


West Virginia, including a dulcimer 
class by Leo Kretzner—an interesting 
coincidence! That first experience I had 
at Augusta was incredible. I learned a 
lot about playing from Leo and his 
assistant, Jerry Rockwell, and from just 
being with that many musicians and 
being immersed in folk music for an 
entire week. I didn’t want it to end. 
While lingering over breakfast that last 
day, Jerry told me about a festival the 
next weekend in Rio Grande, Ohio, at 
Bob Evans Farm. I drove to the festival 
not quite knowing what to expect. It, 
too, turned out to be a magical week- 
end. I met a lot of great dulcimer play- 
ers and ordered my first 
professionally-built dulcimer. 


began to play publicly at Fort New 
~ Salem, an Appalachian living his- 

tory museum associated with 

Salem College. The Fort is a col- 
lection of log cabins that were gathered 
from north central West Virginia and 
are furnished to represent life in the 
late 1700’s and early 1800's. In 1991, I 
helped start the Fort New Salem Dul- 
cimer Festival which occurs annually on 
the second weekend in August. The log 


cabins create a wonderful ambience for 
the workshops and mini-concerts, and 
the front porch of one of the cabins 
serves as a stage. This summer will be 
my 12th year as music director of the 
festival. 

In 1991, I moved to southeastern 
Ohio as a member of the natural sci- 
ences faculty at the University of Rio 
Grande, very near the site of my first 
dulcimer festival. I wanted to find other 
players in the area. In the spring of 
1992, I taught a class for beginners, and 
two of my students wanted to continue 
meeting. We located two other players, 
and the five of us became the Banks of 
the Ohio Dulcimer Club. With some 
changes in membership, the club has 
performed locally at various events for 
many years and is always open to new 
members. 

Over the last several years, I have 
performed and taught workshops at 
many festivals in Ohio, Kentucky, Indi- 
ana, West Virginia and New York. I 
have written and published five books 
of mountain dulcimer tablature: 
Appalachian Ballads, Celtic Ballads, 
Christmas Songs, Songs from Canal 
Days, and most recently Old-Time and 
Fiddle Tunes. 1 also worked for several 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact don@dpnews.com. 


Songs from Canal Days 


Several years ago at a dulcimer festival in Coshocton, Ohio, Bill Schilling and 
I were approached by a story teller named Harry Paisley. He wanted to put 
together a video on the life of Pearl Nye, an Ohio canaler and songwriter. Harry 
was looking for musicians to play and sing on the video and Bill and I decided to 
give it a try. Harry provided the music for five songs. Bill and I worked out 
arrangements of the songs for dulcimer and other instruments and began to 
record them. 

Several months into the project, Harry decided to leave Ohio and move to 
Georgia. He didn’t think there would be a market for the history of the Ohio 
and Erie Canal in Georgia, so he decided to abandon the project. However, Bill 
and I decided to continue with the recording as our own project. We researched 
music about canals in the library and over the internet and came up with seven- 
teen songs. 

Pearl Nye was born on a canal boat on the Ohio and Erie Canal and spent 
much of his youth on the canal. After the death of his father, he operated the 
boat for his mother and even built his home, Camp Charming, on an old lock 
after the canals closed. Pearl took popular songs of his time and wrote words 
describing life on the canal. His words give an idyllic impression of life on the 
canal from a man who loved his work. Though the titles of the songs may be 
unknown to many people, many of the tunes will be familiar: The Mules Ran 
Off (Oh, Susannah), The Old Canal (Little Log Cabin in the Lane), That Old 
Skipper (Rye Whiskey), My Old Canal Mule (Irish Washerwoman). Our collec- 
tion also includes two songs about New York’s Erie Canal that many people may 
remember from grade school, and an Irish tune, Erin’s Green Shore, which 
Pearl Nye’s family learned from the Irish laborers who built the canal. The 
recording looks at a slice of Ohio and US history, though we did not try to be 
historically accurate in our instrumentation or styles of playing. We used what 
was available to us—as the people along the canal would have done in their 
own time. 


years with Bill Schilling on a recording, 
Songs from Canal Days, which we 
released in the summer of 2001. The 
songs portray life on the Ohio and Erie 
Canal and are mostly based on the 


last few years, I have also written several 
songs that express my feelings for the 
natural world, thus uniting my interests 
in music and biology. €} 


experiences of songwriter Pearl Nye. I Linda Sigismondi 
am gradually working on companion Isigis@zoomnet. net 
recordings for the other books and ona __Attp./sigis.homestead.com 


recording of my original songs. Over the 


Sweet Sounds Dubcimes House 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, 
Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, 
Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes 


Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's, Jewelry, 
Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, 
of our own design, and much more. 


Barry & Linda Evans 


11129 Hwy 90 West 

Beaumont, Tx 77713 

phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 


hoBgosBlin-stoney eno 
Makers and sellers of fine 
musical instruments 


Folk harps 
Mountain dulcimers 
Mountain banjos 
Bodhrans 


We provide: 
Flutes 
Pennywhistles 
Bagpipes 
Hammered dulcimers 
Mandolin family 
Free reed instruments 
How-to-play books 
Tune and songbooks 


Contact us for a free catalog 


Hobgoblin-Stoney End Music 
920 Highway 19 Blvd, Red Wing MN 55066 


Phone: 1-651-388-8400 

Toll Free: 1-US-Stoneyen(d) 
1-877-866-3936 

Fax: 1-651-388-8460 


Web: _http://www.stoneyend.com 
E-mail: stoney@stoneyend.com 
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An interview with 


Steve Eulbe 


by Tim Van Schmidt 
Fort Collins, Colorado 


teve Eulberg’s living room is a 
comfortable, homey place. Set 
inconspicuously on a side street in 
Fort Collins, Colorado, Steve’s 
house does not particularly stand out 
from any of the others and the inside 
seems like just another abode for an 
active American family. You sit in the 
living room among pictures and keep- 
sakes while the family dog sniffs busily 
at everything and everybody. But the 
hammered dulcimer that stands near 
the piano on the east side of the room 
hints strongly at the truth: this is the 
home of an acoustic music powerhouse. 
Okay, maybe the word “power- 
house” seems out of place for a man 
who makes such gentle, caring and 
sweet music, but it does indicate a musi- 
cal spirit that is not undermined by 
opinion or fashion. Steve is an explorer 
and an innovator, one willing to chal- 
lenge the usually accepted boundaries 
of music. So much so that perhaps his 
neighbors would be surprised if they 
knew what kind of rebel lived next door. 
Steve likes to create “dulcimer- 
friendly” worship music. He writes fresh 
arrangements of fiddle tunes to include 
the dulcimer, then records and pro- 
duces an album with a pair of talented 
teenage musicians. He plays the blues 
on the dulcimer. He also writes songs 
that incorporate the sound of the dul- 
cimer with a full vocal chorus and the 
Australian didjeridoo. For Steve, musi- 
cal tradition is only a starting point. 
“The dulcimer is a traditional instru- 
ment because it comes from a tradition, 
but that’s not all it does,” he said. “I 
like the surprise of trying something 
new.” 
Steve built his first mountain dul- 
cimer and started playing in 1980. Like 


many novice players, Steve consumed as 
much of the literature about the instru- 
ment and its traditions as he could find. 
Meanwhile, he also was serving as the 
pastor/musician in an inner-city Luther- 
an church in Kansas City, Missouri. It 
wasn’t until 1988 that the two pursuits 
crossed paths. “The spark came when I 
was asked to lead a retreat with music 
based around the dulcimer,” Steve 
remembers. “They wanted the music to 
be gentle and contemplative and at the 
end the reaction was very positive. My 
congregation was small and open to a 
wide variety of music so it seemed natu- 
ral to start writing and arranging new 
things for my church after that.” 

The result of combining Steve’s dul- 
cimer playing and his faith has been 
numerous recordings as well as the 
Dulcimer-Friendly Worship Series” of 
books. A third book, featuring Christ- 
mas music in a mellow mood, is due out 
later in 2002. 


ecular musical traditions became a 
challenge for Steve when he began 
working with Carole and Teresa 
Lundgren, violin-playing sisters in 
Colorado who wanted to record and 
perform a variety of music, including 
traditional fiddle tunes. “As producer 
and arranger, I had to try to find ways 
that the dulcimer could fit in with the 
two fiddle parts, locate the harmonies, 
and create balance and texture,” says 
Steve. “I had to try to find freedom 
within the limitations that were present 
in both kinds of dulcimers. The record- 
ing, Random Acts of Fiddling was 
released in 1999, This wasn’t the first 
time Steve had worked with young peo- 
ple using the dulcimer. His church 
youth group built dulcimers that 
gracedthe church’s walls for a time, and 
he also helped his daughter’s elemen- 
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tary school build instruments from kits 
salvaged from a dusty storage closet. 
This is all in addition to Steve’s active 
work with a variety of youth gatherings. 

Sometimes, however, it isn’t musical 
challenge so much as just plain fun that 
helps reinforce new musical directions. 
Steve is one of the enthusiastic acoustic 
music fans that return year after year to 
the Walnut Valley National Flatpicking 
Festival in Winfield, Kansas. Besides 
being a fan, he is also a periodic contes- 
tant and has won second place, third 
place and finalist awards in both moun- 
tain dulcimer and hammered dulcimer 
contests. Walnut Valley is also where he 
convenes with a group of players who 
camp together as friends and have 
formed a group called JimJim and the 
FatBoys. On their release Bottle Up & 
Go and you'll hear dulcimer sounds 
mixing with blues, folk and even coun- 
try influences—all with a generous 
helping of humor. 

“Blues has always been in there for 
me, but with these guys things just kind 
of gelled,” Steve admits. “One thing we 
discovered when we started playing 
together is that some of us use different 
tunings. One guy prefers GDG. I like 
DAA. What was amazing is that we 
found that we didn’t have to retune. We 
could bring all the different sounds, dif- 


ferent tunings and instruments made by 
different people together to make one 
song. 

Besides JimJim and the FatBoys, 
Steve has also explored the dulcimer 
blues with songwriter, guitarist and per- 
former Russ Hopkins in their alter ego 
performing unit, the Blind Monks. Russ 
is also the operator of KIVA Studios in 
Fort Collins, where a lot of Steve’s 
recent work has been recorded and pro- 
duced. “The dulcimer sound didn’t quite 
fit at first with the kind of blues Russ was 
playing, but it has really developed into 
something new,” Steve says. He and 
Russ toured together in the northern 
Colorado region and in the Northwest. 

Steve’s reputation as an innovative 
arranger and musical explorer has also 
given him the opportunity to score orig- 
inal music for unusual stage produc- 
tions. In 2000, Steve created a 
thirty-minute suite of songs called 
Beginnings, commissioned by the Rain- 
bow Chorus in Fort Collins. “The pro- 
ject called for arranging both mountain 
dulcimer and hammered dulcimer to 
accompany full choral music. Then we 
added the didjeridoo on top of that,” 
Steve explains. The suite was debuted 
live in Fort Collins with Australian per- 
former Paul Taylor joining Steve and 
the Rainbow Chorus on stage, and has 


been released as a CD. 
“Weg, “I was trying out the Cream song 
W: “Sunshine of Your Love” the 
..... Other day,” Steve laughs. “It was 
a little strange to be hearing such a 
heavy song on such a delicate instru- 
ment, but then again there were only 
three guys playing it originally so I 
think I can handle it.” He is also a 
teacher, helping others learn to play 
and produce music of their own. 

While the mountain dulcimer and 
the hammered dulcimer are prominent 
in his work—and life—he plays other 
instruments as well. “People always ask 
how many instruments I play and I usu- 
ally tell them that I don’t know yet 
because I find a little of my soul in each 


hat’s next? Maybe rock and roll. 


continued on the next page 
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Wondrous Love and the Sacred Harp Tradition 


“Sacred harp” refers to a style of hymns and spiritual songs from. then nine- 
teenth century that is ideally suited to the mountain and hammered dulcimers. — 
Steven Eulberg’ s haunting mountain dulcimer arrangement of “What Wondrous - 
Love Is This,” in an unusual tuning, captures the strains of sacred: harp singing 
very closely, The arrangement offered here falls on our ears with amixture of ~ | 
archaic and modern sounds. That is because the sacred harp:style was: one of the 


- bridges between-much older styles and hymns of recent times. 


Many folk enthusiasts consider sacred harp hymns to be American folksongs. 
The PBS documentary American Roots Music explicitly identified sacred harp as 
a folk tradition. However, sacred harp was a reform movement bent on : 
“improving” a certain vernacular style that it replaced. The “old-way” was a sim- | 
ple form of “lined out” singing. A single cantor would sing out a line, andthe 
congregation would repeat the line by using a familiar tune. The old method 
began with the Geneva Psalter produced under John Calvin, one of the great 
Protestant reformers in the sixteenth century. The variety of psalm tones dwin- 
dled over the years, until congregations in Europe and on the American frontier | 
were singing the same handful of tunes over and over again. To hear a sample of 
the older style, you can listen to the CD, Songs of the Old Regular Baptists . 
(Smithsonian Folkways #40106), recorded when Jeff Todd Titon, an ethnomusi- 
cologist at Brown University, discovered a church that was still singing in the old — 
way up into the 1990s. 

In nineteenth-century America, music teachers from New England traveled - 
down the Appalachian mountain chain with songbooks to sell. The reformers 
hoped to bring the exciting new tunes of expressive hymn writers and a certain 
kind of four-part harmony to the people scattered throughout the many chapels 
and churches of the frontier. One of the popular hymnals of the movement, The 
Sacred Harp, published by B.F. White in 1844, gave the movement its name. Sev- 
eral similar hymnals featured “shape notes” that were an aid to learning the 
singing parts. The teacher continued the “lining out” style of leadership, but the 
responses were now “by the book.” Three or four staffs and the shaped notes on | 
each page kept the group in line like a choir. 

There are sacred harp “sings” to this day, especially in Georgia and Alabama. 
The intonations for some of the shaped notes are run together to make another 
name for the style: fasola. Later publishers promoted a seven-shape system, but 
the original four-note system is the one whose following grows to this day. You 
can explore the living tradition of sacred harp at the excellent web site at Ole 
Miss University, www.mcsr.olemiss.edu/~mudws/harp.html, and the fasola web 
page at http://fasola.org/. The recording Wondrous Love by Barry and Shelly 
Phillips, released by Gourd Music, gives instrumental interpretations that retain 
the style of sacred harp singing, and Steve Eulberg’s Hark the Glad Sound CD 
contains the tune “Jefferson” in the sacred harp tradition. 

The hymn text for “Wondrous Love” was first published in 1811 by Stith 
Mead in his A General Selection of the Newest and Most Admired Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs Now in Use (Lynchburg, VA). The tune has the familiar “Captain 
Kidd Meter” and first appeared in William Walker’s Southern Harmony with 
this text in 1843, Walker’s collection wasn’t the first shape-note book, but it was 
the best-selling one, and the only one that hasn’t been altered in reprinting since 
1854. Walker attributed the tune to “Christopher,” and White (compiler of The 
Sacred Harp) to “James Christopher, 1840.” 


Gil Waldkoenig 
Gettysburg, PA 
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Dehhie JJorter 
Instructional Videos 
Debbie Porter Teaches Fretted Dulcimer 

For absolute beginners to novice level, this 
90 minute video and tab book teaches 
11 songs using “bird’s eye view” camera 
angles. (DAD tuning) Enjoy participating in 
a 20-minute jam session at the end. 
Only $20 + S@H 


Building Your Repertoire on Fretted Dulcimer 
20 tunes for $20 dollars. 90 minute novice/ 
intermediate video/tab (DAD tuning) also 
uses “bird’s eye view” camera angles and 
features a jam session with a real dulcimer 
club to assist you in playing the tunes up to 
speed. 
“Great Video!!! I live in a rural area 
with NO other dulcimer players. Your 
video let me learn to play as well as feel 
that Iam a part of a real dulcimer club!” 


Sentimental Journey 
Latest CD Release 
Beautiful collection of music primarily from 
the WWI and WWIL era. Includes title song 
as well as White Cliffs of Dover, We'll Meet 
Again, Fraulein, Far Away Places, My Buddy, 
Going Home, plus 10 more. 


Other CDs Available 
Grace is Amazing - Gospel collection. 
a dulcimer for you, Darlin - great dulcimers 
with vocals. Excellent review from DPN. 
Fretted dulcimer and vocals - 13 songs, tab 
book available. 


New easy ordering 
with toll free number and Visa/MC 


(877) 856-2714 


E-mail orders: lyricsmama@aol.com 


CDs-$15, Tapes-$10, Video with Tab-$20. 
Include $3.90 for S/H. All orders shipped Priority Mail. 
Texas residents include 8.25% sales tax. 

Lyric’s Mama Music, 246 CR 2127, Pittsburg, TX 75686. 
Fax (903)856-0534. 


one,” Steve says. “Sometimes when I’m 
coming home after a gig and start 
unpacking I wish I was just playing a 
guitar. But I’m a musician playing these 
instruments and it’s really about the 
music, not the instruments.” 

This is why when you see Steve play, 
you can’t be exactly sure of what you’re 
going to hear, because his musical tal- 
ents and his mind are wide open. “I usu- 
ally play without a set list,” he chuckles. 
“T try to react to what’s going on and 
sometimes you just get into a groove 
that you have to follow. It’s kind of like 
creating a gourmet meal and seeing that 
the people who are eating are getting 
satisfied. But because I’m the cook, I 
get to taste everything along the way.” 

So it’s no surprise that Steve is will- 
ing to battle a cappuccino machine in a 
coffee house while the delicate sound 
of the mountain dulcimer tries to 
soothe the modern nerves. He doesn’t 
mind playing hammered dulcimer at a 
frilly, old-fashioned tea party. He is a 
musical explorer, willing to try new 
musical combinations and willing to test 
unusual environments. And this jour- 
ney is far from over. 3 


Steve Eulberg 

Owl Mountain Music 

1015-M S. Taft Hill Road, #144 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 
970-472-1352 
OwlMntnSbe@aol.com 
www.owlmntnmusic.com 


Tim Van Schmidt is a music columnist, free- 
lance writer and photographer living in Fort 
Collins, Colorado. 


‘More Thur 120 Tune Arrangenients far 
LAP DULCIMER& 
HAMMERED DULCIMER 


Tnctiding Chord Names for Avtharp, Guitar or Otter Agcousbé Inatruments 


DISCOGRAPHY 


Bottle Up & Go, JimJim & the 
FatBoys (CD, 2001) 


Soaring (CD, 2001) 
Beginnings (CD, 2000) 


Dulcimer-Friendly Evening Prayer 
(CD, 2000) 


Random Acts of Fiddling 
(CD & Cassette, 1999) 


Hark, the Glad Sound! 
(CD & Cassette, 1999) 


Holy Mountain 
(CD & Cassette, 1998) 


One More Child (Cassette, 1991) 
with Connie Winter-Eulberg 


Songs Aren’t Fragile (Cassette, 
1990) with Connie Winter-Eulberg 


Strings & Things that Sing! 
(Cassette, 1985, re-released 1996) 


Publications 


Beginning Mountain Dulcimer 
Workbook (1999) 


Hammered Dulcimer Chord Charts 
(1999) 


Dulcimer-Friendly Worship 
Series: 

Vol. II: I Wonder As I Wander: 
Christmas in a Mellow Mode (2002) 


Vol. II: Evening Prayer (1995) 
Vol. I: Advent (1993) 


From the Off-the-Wall Dulcimer Society 


TUNES ‘N TABS 


A Book of Over 120 Arrangements for 
Lap Dulcimer and Hammered Dulcimer 


| 
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More than 150 pages of music arranged by 


Rebecca Askey, A. J. Bashore ll, and other members 


and friends of OTW. A REAL VALUE! 


To Order: Send $14.95 + $2.00 s&h ($16.95) to 
Rebecca Askey, 134 East Winding Hill Road, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
email: MABLBARKER@aol.com 
Proceeds Benefit OT W Society Member Activities 
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The Beautiful Dulcimer 


by Fred Woodley, Birmingham, England 


am the youngest of twelve children, and the only one of 

my family to carry on the tradition of playing the dul- 

cimer, although at one time my eldest sister played a lit- 

tle. As I was growing up my dad was getting a bit 
concerned as I was his last hope of keeping the family tradi- 
tion of playing the dulcimer alive. He would have a dulcimer 
on the table just stroking the strings to see my reaction. After 
a while I would naturally ask if I could try. Dad would say, “In 
a minute,” or “Not just yet,” and then he would go into the 
kitchen and peep through the crack of the door, knowing I 
would be having a go. I found out much later Dad thought 
that by making me wait or by saying no when I asked for a go 
it would increase my enthusiasm. Dad’s psychology obviously 
worked. 

From as far back as I can remember I have called the 
instrument a dulcimer (dulc. for short) and not a hammered 
dulcimer, because after my grandfather (who hammered) 
died, we have plucked the instrument. It somehow sounded 
contradictory to say I plucked a hammered dulcimer. 

Thanks to my interest, Dad decided to make me a dul- 
cimer in the 1950’s. With the assistance of one of my older 
brothers, Syd, they managed to beg, steal and borrow the 
materials needed. The tuning pegs were made from arc-weld- 
ing electrodes stripped of the flux coating, hand drilled with a 
Yoth drill, and cut to length. A Birmingham screwdriver (ham- 
mer) was used to shape the end, and a tuning key was made 
to fit. The retaining pins were made from gas welding elec- 
trodes, cut to length; or as an alternative, 4th diameter nails. 
Most of the Birmingham dulcimers were made with continu- 
ous bridges. The holes in the bridges for my dulcimer were 
put in with a red-hot poker. This task was performed in the 
back garden. As the smoke and the smell filled the air the 
neighbours could be heard saying, “It looks and smells like 
Albert Woodley is making another dulcimer.” 

Around the 1920’s, a period of the great recession, times 
were very hard. There was virtually no work, unemployment 
was sky-high, and those who were out of work were ona 
means test. Men who were out of work and had families qual- 
ified for a government benefit that was barely sufficient to 
feed them. It was during these times that Dad would strap a 
dulcimer on his back and cycle from Birmingham to Sheffield 
(a distance of 92 miles), lodge with his sister for a few nights, 
and spend the daytimes busking. He was unable to busk in 
Birmingham because if he were caught earning money while 
receiving means test benefits [a test was given to determine if 
the family qualified for money to be spent on food and/or 


rent] the punishments were severe and could result in impris- 
onment. Dad said, “ It was hard work cycling to Sheffield but 
the return journey was even harder,” thanks to the busking 
coins in his pockets. 

Like me, Dad could not read music. But if someone sang a 
song to him a couple of times or so, he would then be able to 
play it. Oh, if only that ability had passed on to me! 

Dad was more than pleased with me when I started to play 
the dulcimer more regularly. Every second or third Sunday, 
armed with a just a tuning fork, he would break his journey to 
the pub by calling at my house to tune my dulcimer in about 
fifteen minutes. Considering my dulcimer was a 13-12 with 4 
strings per treble course and 3 strings per bass course, that 
was impressive. 


and finally stopped. For the next twenty years the dul- 
cimer occupied a space in the loft because of my inabili- 
ty to tune it. 

In 1986 Dennis, one of my brothers, heard a familiar sound 
while shopping in Solihull. On investigation he met an Ameri- 
can, Michael Grainer, who was busking around the world 
playing his dulcimer. After briefly telling Michael about me 
Dennis gave him my phone number. The following day I had a 
phone call from Michael, who seemed quite excited by the fact 
that I plucked the hammered dulcimer and did not hammer at 
all. We met at my house the following day. After explaining 
that my lack of playing was due to not being able to tune up 
the dulcimer myself, Michael produced a chromatic tuner. I 
thought it was magic! Michael then proceeded to show me 
what notes were on the dulcimer, where they were posi- 
tioned—and how to use the magical tuner. This gave me the 
incentive to start playing again. Needless to add, within 24 
hours I was the proud owner of a chromatic tuner. 

Until I met Michael I used to think that I was the only one 
who played a dulcimer, not knowing that there were others 
living near me who played and probably thought they were 
alone also. Michael visited once a week and at one of our 
meets my brother Syd appeared with an old dulcimer under 
his arm. It was one made by our grandfather. I had forgotten 
all about it, although it was the first one I played. It had been 
in Dad’s coalhouse, rescued by Syd when Dad died. When 
Michael saw this 100-year-old dulcimer he was gob smacked, 
saying he had never seen anything like it before. Syd and I 
said we were going to restore it so that I could play it again. 
Michael was dead against this idea saying it should stay in its 
original condition. 


; fter Dad died in 1965 my playing became very sporadic 


t don@dpnews.com 
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Fred Woodley playing one of his Matt-Wood Dulcimers. 


After further discussions Syd and I did restore it and I 
used it to play “The Bells Of Saint Mary’s,” the first track on 
my CD. Maybe Michael was right, but Syd and I don’t regret 
our decision because it is playable again. I took photographs 
of the inside of the old dulcimer, some of which are on my 
web page (www.fred.woodley.btinternet.co.uk). 


decided to make one myself. One of the first ones I 

made was based on Granddad’s, but had a deeper sound 

box and a removable soundboard, that allowed me to do 
various experiments, ending with the fitting of contact micro- 
phones inside. For the next seven to eight years I continued 
making dulcimers and experimenting with different construc- 
tion methods, tunings, string diameters, and woods. One of 
my favourites is a dulcimer made entirely out of birch ply- 
wood. What a sweet sound it produces! 

My friend, Barrie Matthews, would always ask me how I 
was getting on with making dulcimers. My reply was always 
the same: “I still have slight problems with them bowing.” 

Barrie was known for winding people up. I thought he was 
winding me up when one day in answer to my usual reply he 
said, “I don’t see any problem with the dulcimer bowing. 
Why not take the strings all the way around?” Taking the 
strings all the way around the soundboard is not practicable, 


t was after renovating Granddad’s old dulcimer that I 
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but this remark set me thinking. Having previously used a 
38mm-thick length of wood to experiment with string ten- 
sions and string diameters, I thought of putting strings on the 
underside of a soundboard, thereby equalizing the tension. 
There were a few hiccups on my first attempt. I used a piece 
of mahogany 7” wide x %” thick x 34” long resulting in an 8-7, 
2 string per course dainty little dulc. I was more than pleased 
with the results, so decided to make a 14-13, 3 string per 
course hammered dulcimer for plucking, tuning the bass an 
octave lower (my normal way of tuning). This dulcimer far 
exceeded my expectations in all aspects and so I decided 

to give this new idea a name. I called it a “Matt-Wood,” 

an abbreviation of our two names “MATThews” and 
“WOODIley”. 

Since 1997, when I thought of the Matt-Wood I have not 
made a conventional dulcimer. Because of the easier con- 
struction of the M-W, the Family Learning Millennium Award 
Scheme in 2000 funded four of us—Sally Whytehead, Julie 
Pitts, Arthur Nichols and myself—to the sum of £8750. 00. 
Families on low pay or no pay, one-parent families, or fami- 
lies with a disabled member could learn about dulcimers, be 
taught how to make a M-W, learn how to play it, and take 
their instrument away with them free of charge. In twelve 
months eighteen dulcimers were made, photos of which can 
be seen on my web page. The learning-to-play part of the 
project continues today. 

During the making of the Matt-Wood dulcimers I have, of 
course, continued to experiment, ending up with a double- 
sided one. It has 162 strings, 81 on each side. Both sides have 
three strings per course (14-13 courses). 

These days I’m continuing to build and play the Matt- 
Wood dulcimer. I’m active in the Nonsuch Dulcimer Club, 
attending their annual gathering each fall. At home the 
dulcimers are played by the curious and enthusiasts alike 
and provide an enticing invitation for both of my grand- 
daughters to continue their great-great grandfather’s 
musical heritage. &} 


Fred Woodley 

37, Brookvale Road 

Solihull, West Midlands, B92 7HY 
England 

0121 706 5046 

fred. woodley@btinternet.com 
www. fred. woodley. btinternet.co.uk 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 


A complete line of 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 


Swingin 
7g: J handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


on a Gate 


Phil Passen 
Tom Conway Hammered Dulcimer & Guitar 


DULCIMER CO. 


Catalog Available + 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 + (206) 784-1764 


Phil Passen and Tom Conway play 


traditional American and Celtic music 
with energy and emotion. Driving 


hammered dulcimer and percussive Beband) Betty Kogima 


< on 1079 Tinker Lane 
guitar make this first CD sparkle. BR Pac onassas 
“Toe-tapping!” “Very soothing.” J (ammer py 

Bee eta itanae g Gatom Heamurisrflahere 740/886-2284 


Pricing: 1 copy, $15 + $2.00 S&H 
2-5 copies, $14 ea. + $4.00 S&H Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7%” or 8%” long with 
Check payable to Philbar Music Rosewood trim handles. 


PO Box 617913, Chicago, IL 60661 Sa ics : 
7 We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


| ilable at A : CDBaby, ws : ‘ 
DSO OVENS COATED Mie SO OEY Dealer Inquiries Invited. * BKiog@aol.com 


Borders and other stores. 


Southwind 
ulcimer Shop 


Beautiful Design and 
Craftsmanship 


Clear Mellow Tone 


Shell Decoration 
Available 


Online Store Easy to Play 
Books and CDs for Mountain and 
Hammered Dulcimer, Folk Harp, Low Action 
Banjo, Fiddle, Guitar, Tinwhistle, 
Mandolin, Recorder 


Customize 


R. R. 3, Box 86A 


Owensville, Indiana 47665 free brochure 
ra Catalog on web: www.AppalachianDulcimers.com 


Our Online Store Offers Secure 
Ordering of Books, CDs, and More Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
Web Site: www.southwinddulcimer.com 3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 Phone: 703-941-1071 
Email: info@southwinddulcimer.com e-mail: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 
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NEW AND DIFFERENT: 


ROSAMOND CAMPBELL 


presents 


PLAYING DULCIMER 
IN THE 
CHORD-MELODY STYLE 


: A Mel Bay Publication 
sm An Instruction Book for 
All Playing Levels 


— Includes 25 songs from varied sources: Early music, American and 
British traditional, Victorian, Shaker and more. 

- Detailed, specific instruction in friendly, encouraging style. 

— The elements of chord-melody style illustrated in text and music. 


— Special sections on Practice, Performance, Errors, Editing Music, Taste, 
Fingering, Fudging (yes!) and more. 


R88 


Still available — Prices include shipping: 
The Victorian Dulcimer 
Book $5.00 CD $8.00 
The Parlour Dulcimer 
Book $7.00 CD $8.00 
A Tender Recollection 
Cassette $8.00 


$24.95 + $2.50 S&H 
Rosamond Campbell 

1037 Central Ave. 

Wilmette, IL 60091-2609 

Email: RosamondCBell@aol.com 


LLANE 


Stal §6Newtonville, NY 12128 


~ SusanTrump@aol.com 


Live at Caffé Lena captures the warmth 
and humor of an evening with Susan at 
the longest running coffeehouse in 
the country. Her award-winning 
instrumental skill on guitar, 
mountain dulcimer, banjo and 
fretless banjo accompanies her 
sparkling vocals. Her spontaneous 


\WWEs 
Calle \_ena 


wit complements the poignant moments, 
taking the audience from a tear in the eye 
to a good belly-laugh. 


Featuring... The Pack Rat Blues! 


Additional Recordings from Susan Trump Music 


m Tree of Life A “feel good” album of songs which touch 
the heart, recall the past, and inspire the times ahead. 
Includes... Heartbeat and Old Lovers 

@ What the Hill People Say 
Featuring...Blessed Quietness 
and Loudonville Waltz 


@ Masters of the Mountain 
Dulcimer, Vol. 1 A classic 
collection showcasing nine- 
teen of the finest players in 
the country...solo and 
ensemble instrumentals. 


MASTEKS OF The 


Mountain Dulcimer 
Traditional 


The “Masters” 


Companion Book! 


Write for information. 


Susan Trump Music 
Box 313-D 


Write for Information on Workshops & Performances 
CDs $16.50/Cassettes $11.50 All titles (Includes postage) 


Hammered 
Dulcimer 


Linda Lowe Thompson 


Adapting Others’ Arrangements 


One of the first people to whom I 
showed my arrangement of “Ramble To 
Cashel” said that she didn’t believe she 
could play it firmly and cleanly the way I'd 
written it. So, she adapted it for her own 
taste and skill level. 

Her #1 rule is no more than one 
embellishment or harmony per measure. 
She claims that she kept the “spirit” of the 
piece, while simplifying it significantly. I 
agree with her. In A, m1 (my shorthand 
for section A, first full measure), she chose 
to keep just the E harmony note and 
played it with the first melody note. In A, 
m2 she played the D harmony with the 
first melody note, then left the other har- 
mony notes out. In A, m3 she chose to use 
the G harmony and leave it in that same 
position. So, it’s an eighth rest, followed 
by the G in the right hand. In A, m4 (first 
measure, second line), she put in the full 
swoop, playing the F# as a grace note and 
sliding her right hammer onto the B har- 
mony as she played the D melody note 
with her left hand. She used the grace note 
in A, m5 and turned the swoop into just an 
E grace note in A, m6. In the first ending, 
she played only the first harmony, D, then 
finished off that first time through A with 
the right-hand harmonies of, first G, then 
the lower E, with her right hand. 

And so it goes. I hope you enjoy work- 
ing through this whole arrangement, tak- 
ing what you like, changing what you don’t 
want or can’t use right now. For sugges- 
tions, requests, questions, contact me at 
309 Pennsylvania Dr Denton TX 76205 
940-387-4001, llt6@earthlink.net. 


Music follows on next page 
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Carolan’s Ramble to Cashel 


Turlough 0’ Carolan arr. Linda Lowe Thompson 


Arrangement, Instructional Material ©1999 Linda Lowe Thompson ¢ Do not reproduce in any form without express written permission. 
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Arrangement, Instructional Material ©1999 Linda Lowe Thompson ¢ Do not reproduce in any form without express written permission. 


R.T. AUDIO 
Presents 


New Release 
“Front Porch Waltz” 


An instrumental and vocal ensemble, 
featuring the hammered dulcimer. 


|, Featuring: “LaPartita” 

#4\, with Ken Koloner and 

! Robin Bullock, “Wild 

| Rose of the Mountain” 

with David Schnaufer, 

six new fiddle tunes, Oh 

}} Susanna and _ other 
requested favorites. 


Rick’s other CD’s 


“A Reason to Dance” 
Old-time string band jam live. 
“Roll out the rug and start into dancing. 
This music is a good reason to do just that.” 
Walt Michael 
“Hammered Fiddle Tunes” 
Traditional American fiddle tunes 
featuring the hammered dulcimer. 


To Order: send $15.00 plus $2.00 shipping to: 
Rick Thum, 6710 Twin River Road, 
Eureka, MO 63025 


Phone: (636) 677-7477 
E-mail: rthum@rthum.com 
Visit our web site: www.rthum.com 


Congratulations! 
to 
Linda Brockinton 


2001 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Thanks for playing and promoting 
McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 


Linda is pictured here with the Maple/Spruce Custom 
McSpadden Dulcimer she played in winning the National 
Championship at the Walnut Valley Festival. She joins a long 
line of champions to win playing a McSpadden. 


For information on performances, workshops, recordings, and 
other publications, contact Linda at: 


Linda Brockinton 
3342 Wise Road 
Alexander, AR 72002 
Ph: 501-316-2055 


Dulcimer S e, Inc. 
Hand Crafting McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 
PO Box 1230 Hwy 9 North 
Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 
Phone 870-269-4313 FAX 870-269-5283 
McSpaddenDulcimers.com 
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Dream Castle © : 


Guy George - ‘Hammered Dulcimer 


Featuring: Sharrie George 


“Dream Castle” 


by Guy George 


ry - 


classics and originals on 
hammered dulcimer 


Such As: 
Pachelbel’s Canon in D 


Fanny Poer 


™ - , \ 


Seth Austen 
and Steve Schneider 


Neal Walters! (From DPN musical reviews) says, “Guy, George has a winner in his new CD, 


Dream Castle” 


CDs Available At: James Jones Instruments www.jamesjonesinstruments.com 
or call Guy George for CDs, workshop'and performance schedule 440-639-0383 


hdggeorge@aol.com 


[ LOVE. MY MCSPADBEN¢* 
THANKS LINDA BROCKIN@ 


= T 7 8 A collection of newly arranged 


Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 
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And now, 
the chiseled 
dulcimer 


by Leo Kretzner, Claremont, California 


@ dulcimer maker starts with some wood, wire, and tools, Gifts.” To those of us naive in the ways of stone sculpture, 

‘and ends up with a dulcimer. A sculptor starts with a the magnitude of effort that went into this undertaking in a 

BR block of marble, some tools, and ends up with—a dul- mere six weeks might be easily missed. John therefore enjoys 
__ cimer! At least that was the case when sculptor John making a point to mention that, “Most of my colleagues 

Fisher undertook a six-week project in his native Claremont, — would think it was madness—and probably it was! —to put 

California. His work was actually a grass-roots event spon- actual figures and as much detail as I did into anything less 

sored by citizens in collaboration with the Claremont Com- than a half-year project.” Indeed, shaping a 15-ton piece of 

munity Foundation, and resulted in a public piece of art 

featuring a mountain dulcimer and entitled aptly “Simple continued on next page 


8015 Big Bend Blvd. 
bd St. Louis, Mo 63119 
music folk “sss 
www.musicfolk.com 
musicfolk@musicfolk.com 


Folk Harps, Flutes, Recorders & Whistles 
oe 


i Blue Lion - McSpadden - Folkcraft 


Cripple Creek - Butch Sides - Dusty Strings 
Master Works - R.L. Tack - Songbird - Grassroots 
Triplett - Stoney End - Mid-East 


~ 


, 
‘ 


+ ° e 
4 Mountain & Hammered Dulcimers 


Guitars - Banjos - Violins - Mandolins - Autoharps 
Books - Tapes & CDs - Videos - Accessories 


We also make custom cordura cases for hammered dulcimers! 
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Italian carrara marble (from the Carrara Mountains) into a 
12-ton work of art could take months or even years, as John 
has spent on many of his other exquisite pieces. 

So why a dulcimer? John explains: “I begin my projects 
with a completely open mind—no preconceived notions of 
what I will make. For me, carving is a very intuitive process. I 
look for shapes in the stone, to see what they suggest, and 
work on those that resonate in my own mind.” Ah, so per- 
haps John plays the mountain dulcimer himself? As a matter 
of fact, yes, as well as the guitar—albeit “both very much on 
the side, once in a great while.” He built his own dulcimer 
from a kit back in the 70’s, and like so many was influenced 
by Richard Farina recordings. Then surely he must have seen 
a mountain dulcimer in the stone? Yes again, but not at first. 

“In doing these kinds of public works, I enjoy interacting 
with the people coming by who stop to watch. They some- 
times make suggestions, some of which I use. As the figures 
in ‘Simple Gifts’ emerged, I imagined the central one reading 
a book. This seemed like it would fit with Claremont’s aca- 
demic atmosphere.” (The town is home to the five Claremont 
Colleges.) “Then a passer-by wondered out loud, ‘How about 
having him play an instrument’? I immediately loved the 
idea.” The choice of a mountain dulcimer was in part person- 
al, based on John’s own experience with the instrument, as 
well as practical. “At that point there wasn’t enough stone left 
in that part of the sculpture to make anything like a guitar. 


Besides, the dulcimer is a little more unusual and therefore 
more interesting.” 

Thus, what eventually emerged was an older man under a 
tree playing a small, hourglass-shaped mountain dulcimer, 
being watched by a girl and a young woman, as well as a cat 
and a bird in different parts of the tree, which were also sug- 
gestions of passers-by. The work was publicly dedicated on 
May 6, 2001, with a celebration that culminated in a large cir- 
cle of town residents and guests singing —what else? the 
Shaker hymn so familiar to dulcimer players, “Simple Gifts.” 
Some said that the old man playing dulcimer was reminiscent 
of Charles Chase, co-founder with his wife Dorothy of The 


Learn - Exchange - Improve 


A FREE service to the dulcimer community 


Active Discussion Groups 
Chat Room 

Photo Gallery 

Tunes & Tabs 

FAQs & Articles 


Free Marketplace Ads 


.. join the fun at 
www.Everythin 


, EverythingDulcimer. com 


LL 


“Everything you want ina 
National Dulcimer Website, and more...' 


Club and Festival information 


Dulcimer.com 


DAvip’s DULCIMERS 


“Fine Hand Crafted Dulcimers Since 19786” 


A full-size 15/14, lightweight hammer dul- 
cimer! Quality constructed by David Lindsey, 
builder of “The Grand.” A perfect choice for 
the beginning player or the seasoned veteran! 
“The Spinet” is complete with a soft-shell 
case anda sit-down stand for $550 


“The Grand!” 
Designed for low sustain and 
powerful dynamic sound! 
The Grand” features a 
floating sondboard and a 
unique bridging system. 
The choice of Bill 
Spence, Cathy Barton 

Para, Dana Hamilton, ~4 
Linda Thomas, Kendra 

Ward, and other professionals! 


Call or write for free information: 
654 Acorn Lane ¢ Bennington, OK 74723 
(580) 847 - 2822 
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Folk Center, a longtime Claremont institution providing all 
varieties of acoustic instruments, including dulcimers. John 
wouldn’t confirm this, though the sides and back of the sculp- 
ture do bear the handprints of many dozens of other locals 
who volunteered for that “modeling” job. 

It turned out, however, that the old man playing the dul- 
cimer was not to last. In a senseless and anonymous act of 
violence, the sculpture was found damaged one morning, 
having suffered blows from an apparently heavy object that 
removed part of the dulcimer player’s face! A public outcry 
followed, and though the perpetrator was never caught, peo- 
ple were reminded again that there are those among us who 
carry some pain which sadly finds its outlet in violence. For- 
tunately, John was soon able to recast his central figure. In 
that process, the dulcimer player became more feminine; 
viewers can be heard debating whether it is a man or woman. 
The instrument itself and the other figures survived intact, 
and the sculpture continues to grace Shelton Park, at the cor- i 8 
ner of Harvard and Bonita, in the heart of Claremont’s older ‘ ; 
Village district in the center of town. 

“Simple Gifts” was honored by the California Parks and 
Recreation Society as the “most outstanding piece of public —_ 
art” in the year 2001, and is also in the running for the 
League of California Cites Putnam Award. On a more day- 
to-day basis, the sculpture has been enjoyed by countless visi- 
tors, both during and since its creation. Many of these 
viewers become aware of the dulcimer as an instrument for 
the first time. This seems appropriate—even to John’s non- 
dulcimer-playing backers—since a major goal of this project, 
besides the creation of a work of art itself, was public educa- 
tion. This occurred frequently, both formally with visiting 
school groups and informally with passers-by. It is also an 
aspect of his work that John takes to quite naturally. For one 
thing, there is John’s own friendly and enthusiastic manner; 
at the drop of a hat he will tell you the stories of Michelange- 
lo and other great artistic inspirations of his. Then too, he 
has been living and working for the last fifteen years in the 
Italian province of Tuscany, not far from the Mediterranean 
to the west and Pisa’s famous leaning tower a bit to the east. 
In Europe, the long tradition of public art symposia —art 
works conducted openly over many weeks in town squares 
and parks—is alive and well. As John and his partner, col- 
lage artist Sandy Oppenheimer, anticipate moving back to 
the United States with their daughter, Allegra, in the coming 
year, this is a tradition John hopes to encourage and partici- 
pate in here as well. 

Members of community arts groups, take note: perhaps skill and, passion such music demands. Wondertul. "DPN f 
with your input, the chiseled dulcimer—or some other beau- __ Duff's sensitive interpretations capture the spirit of these — 
tiful work of original sculpture —could be coming soon to a pieces beautifully.’—Sing Out! 
town square of your very own! €3 + AW es * 


More photos of “Simple Gifts” as well as other sculptures of 

John Fisher's can be seen on the web at: www.thejohnfisherproject. 
claremontfoundation.org. John himself can be contacted at Artist 
johnfisher@hotmail.com. Leo Kretzner lives in Claremont, CA and 
can be reached at kretzner@as. net. 


Jo not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpbn@dpnews.com 


The WORLD’S PREMIER 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC STORE 
is at your fingertips! 
We have DULCIMERS — 
plus thousands of other 
new, used and vintage 
INSTRUMENTS, an 
unbelievable selection 
of ACCESSORIES, 
mountains of COMPACT 
DISCS , and a wealth 
of BOOKS & VIDEOS. 
Fast, friendly 
service, too— / 
anywhere in // 
the world! 4 


Ask for your ; 
FREE CATALOG! 


INSTRUMENTS 


1100 N. Washington 
PO Box 14210-DPN 
Lansing, MI 48901 


(517) 372-7890 
Fax (517) 372-5155 


Visit us on the web at www.elderly.com 
Now with online ordering! 


Bonnie Leigh, CMP 


¥ Bridge of Flowers 


Bonnie Leigh original songs of life & love. 


With Heidi & John Cerrigione, 
Neal & Coleen Walters & Tom White 


¥ Down in the Shady 
Mountain Dulcimer instrumentals 
from the 1800's and earlier. 


¥ Straight From the Heart 
Bonnie Leigh original songs with 
6 Mtn. Dulcimer instrumentals. 


¥ Reflections 


Folk & Bonnie Leigh originals with 4 Mtn. 


Dulcimer instrumentals. Cass. only 


Bonnie Leigh Songbook 
Songs from Straight From Heart & Reflections 


Bridge of Flowers Songbook 

Down In the Shady Grove Songbook 
It’s the Little Things 101 Poems 

Love & A Delicate Flower 102 Poems 


Cass. $10. CD $15. Songbooks $16. 
Poem books $7. S&H $1.50 


Bonnie Leigh, CMP 
PO Box 4160, Brick, NJ 08723 
732-920-1506 
Bonnie@bonnieleigh.com 
http://www.bonnieleigh.com 


If It’s Unusual and Musical, We 
Probably Have It! 


Consider our highest quality 
stands, handcrafted locally, for 
both display and performance 
needs. Hammered dulcimer 
stands are fully adjustable to fit 
the individual plaver both in 
height and angle. Mountain dul- 
cimer stands are adjustable to fit most mountain 
dulcimers. Both available in walnut, cherry, or 


maple. Call today to order vours! 


Web site: www.simplesounds.com 


Simple Sounds 


E-mail: simpsnd@shipshenet.com 


P. O. Box 837 


"Cardboard" 
Dulcimers and Kits 


Since 1980, Backyard Music has sold 
over 20,000 of these sturdy, 
inexpensive full-sized lap dulcimers- 
just right for schools, beginners, and 
camping trips. 


Three strings, solid wood fretboard, 
geared tuners, painted corrugated 
soundbox. Playing manual, extra 
strings, pick, noter, and 4 mil poly bag 
included. Hearing is believing, so we 
offer a 30-day money-back guarantee. 


one = 12+ 
Prefretted Simplicity Kit $48 $32 
Simplicity Dulcimer $62 $48 


For shipping, add $5.00 plus $1.50 per 
dulcimer. Fourth string and extra fret 
available at extra cost. Call for details. 


Backyard Music PO Box 9047 
New Haven, CT 06532-0047 or call 
203-281-4515, 7 AM to 10 PM. 


"Remarkably good sound" 
Mother Earth News 


UNDE 


Featuring Great Names In: 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
FOLK HARPS 
AUTOHARPS 
HARMONICAS 
PLAYER PIANOS 
TONGUE DRUMS 
STUMPF FIDDLES 
WINDCHIMES 
TAPES & CD'S 


Phone: 1-888-MTDULC-2 (888-683-8522) 
Shipshewana, IN 46565 


Stop in and see us! We're in the Davis Mercantile, downtown Shipshewana, in the heart of Amish Country! 


CHOOSING THE 


NIGHT TUNING 


FOR YOUR STUDENT 


by Joe Collins, Shelby, North Carolina 


“1 was not introduced to the moun- 
‘§§ tain dulcimer by someone playing 
___ out under a tree somewhere. Nor 
was I wandering through some quaint 
little shops in the mountains. Nor did I 
run across a recording of the dulcimer 
siren calling me to a quest for the 
instrument of my dreams. No, I was 
handed a plywood dulcimer in 1978 by a 
friend who asked me to teach her how 
to play it. After I told her I didn’t even 


| nlike many of my dulcimer friends, 


know what it was, she decided to send it 
home with me so I could learn how to 
play. 

I took the challenge and the dul- 
cimer. However, the very first obstacle I 
faced was “How is this thing supposed 
to be tuned?” I was a mediocre guitarist 
and knew that tuning really does make 
a difference, but I had no instructors, 
no books, nor anyone who knew anyone 
who knew anything about the instru- 
ment. I was on my own. 

The instrument did not have a 6+ 
fret. Of course, I didn’t know that was 
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an option, so I really didn’t miss it. But 
as I experimented, I realized that the 
major scale started at the third fret. I 
set what I later came to call the 
“melody string” and held it down on 
the third fret. Then I began twisting the 
other two wooden peg tuners until I 


continued on next page 


ied Hymns of Faith 


intermediate 
D-A-A & D-A-dd 


dle 
Bae | vitae Mountain 
Himnsofrein [rome tane|| | DUICIMer In Ty, pact 


faith in D-A-A and D-A-dd 
tunings, chosen especially for 
the intermediate level moun- 
tain dulcimer player. Each 
_ arrangement included has 
_ been beautifully crafted by 
Larry Conger and includes 
standard musical notation, 
tablature, guitar chords and 
historical notes. Some capo 
~ required. 


a collection of traditional hymn favorites 
arranged for the mountain dulcimer 
including tablature, musical notation 
and accompaniment chords 


Designed and Made 
by Dulcimer Players 
for Dulcimer Players 


by 
Larry Conger 


THISTLEDEW ACRES 


Lee and Doug Felt 
P.O. Box 134 
Marengo, OH 43334 
419-864-1736 


leefelt@bright.net 


Tab Book only — $7.95 
Book/Demo CD — $15.95 


Please add $1.00 for shipping 


Companion'CD now available = Send check or money order to 


4 


Send for free brochure! 


TNDulciman@aol.com CQNGERGATION MUSIC 
P.O. Box 131 
Paris, TN 38242-0131 


Paris ... Tennessee that is 


Nylon Cordura® Bags for One or Two Dulcimers 
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found a chord that didn’t turn my stom- 
ach. Where I ended up was close to 
DGD, and that’s where I began my dul- 
cimer journey. 

Most new dulcimer players today 
don’t begin their journeys on such 
rough terrain. There are a number of 
excellent beginner books available and 
wonderful workshops where people can 
go to learn how to get started. There is 
also a greater availability of teachers 
who can make sure students are “tuned 
up” when they start playing. However, 
the initial question that I had still has to 
be answered: “How do I tune this 
thing?” DAA, DAD, DGD, and DDD 
are meaningless to many dulcimer neo- 
phytes, but the teacher needs to consid- 
er the advantages and disadvantages of 
different major tunings for the begin- 
ning player. 

There are several concerns a teacher 
needs to weigh when deciding how to 
start off beginning players. The first is 
the importance of early success in both 
playing and tuning. Second, how impor- 


tant is it that what is taught be applica- 
ble to the music that students actually 
want to play? There are also technical 
concerns the teacher must consider, 
such as fret configurations and string 
sizes. And last, the teacher should con- 
sider the importance of the transferabil- 
ity of what the student learns in one 
tuning to second and third tunings. The 
relative importance of these concerns 
will be different for different teachers 
and students, but they are concerns that 
the teacher should consider. 


The Importance of Early Success 

In a recent internet discussion with 
teachers from all over the country, I dis- 
covered that most shared a concern for 
early success for their students. The 
sooner we can get them playing a song, 
the better. A large majority start their 
students playing melodies on one string 
while strumming all of the strings, the 
traditional and simplest technique for 
playing songs. One advantage of DAA 
and DGD is that the first note of the 


scale is on the third fret, leaving three 
notes below that note available on one 
string. These extra notes allow the 
beginner a much larger repertoire of 
songs from which to choose, making 
these tunings more conducive to the 
“one-string method.” DDD can also be 
played this way but has the flexibility of 
using the “one-string method” also, 
with the scale beginning on the open 
string, giving the student an option 
between two keys. 

Electronic tuners are useful for 
beginning students and for teachers. It 
takes much less time to teach a student 
to learn to use an electronic tuner than 
to teach him/her how to tune a dul- 
cimer. However, the ease of tuning is 
still a concern for teachers in choosing a 
“beginner” tuning. Of the tunings listed 
above, DDD is by far the easiest one for 
a beginner to tune. Simply make all the 
strings sound alike and remove all “pul- 
sating” when the strings are strummed 
together. Another concern, though, 
comes when the teacher begins to teach 


Heidi Muller 


eypsy wind heidi muller 


New CD Release! 


Uplifting original songs and instrumentals, 

crystalline vocals, mountain dulcimer and 

guitar. CDs $15 plus shipping $2 first item, 
$.50 additional 


For orders and information on Heidi $ 
other recordings, performances and 
workshops please contact: 
Heidi Muller, PO Box 76 
Hope, NJ 07844, (206)528-2526 
www.heidimuller.com 
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Great Arrangements 
For the 


Mountain Dulcimer 


“Tunes and Ballads” 
“Hymns & Gospel Songs 

“Christmas Carols” 
“Gospel Duets or Solos” 


$15.00 each + s&h 
1 book—$3 s&h 
2 books — $4 s&h 
3 or 4 books — $5 s&h 
5 or more books — call for s&h 


DAD Tuning 
Intermediate Level 
dd Arrangements include melody 
line, chords and words. Tab is 
z clear and easy to follow. Song 
lists available upon request or on 
website. 


Helen Johnson 
P.O. Box 3395 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
Telephone: 979-297-7015 
Email: azalea@computron.net 
www.helenjohnson. biz 
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WINDY RIVER 
CARDBOARD 
DULCIMERS 


Dark cherry cardboard sound box, 
24-1/4” wood fretboard, standard 
machine heads, very substantial. 
6-1/2 & 13-1/2 frets included. 
Ideal for schools and beginners. 


$ 50.00 


(Special prices for schools and 
organizations) 


Handcrafted music holders, music stands, 
and instrument stands. 


Dealer inquiries welcomed 


WINDY RIVER DULCIMER SHOP 
P O BOX 493 
BOONEVILLE, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 
forsmith@bellsouth.net 
www. windyriver.org 


second and third tunings. How impor- 
tant is it for the student to go back and 
forth between tunings without getting 
frustrated? For example, I generally 
teach DAD as a second tuning. One 
reason DGD is a good first tuning for 
my students is that they can go back and 
forth between these two tunings by 
changing one string an interval of only 
one note. Therefore, changing tuning is 
a little less threatening. 


The “Real World” of Students 

Another concern is the real world of 
the student. If one wants to be able to 
begin playing in dulcimer jams immedi- 
ately, which is good reinforcement for a 
lot of students, then being able to play 
in the key of D is important. Although 
jams in other keys are beginning to rise 
in popularity, the predominant key for 
jamming is still D major. Of the tunings 
listed above, all except DGD can be 
used to play in D jams. However, if one 
wishes to play in bluegrass jams, DGD 
or DDD may be more useful because 
bluegrass jams generally use the key of 
G more often. Of course, we can use 
capos and play in several keys in all of 
these tunings, but generally those are 
not beginner techniques. 

Jams reinforce teaching, but so does 
tablature. The teacher needs to consid- 
er what tab is available to his/her stu- 
dents when choosing a beginner tuning. 
DAD and DAA are probably the most 
popularized tunings of those listed and 
now have a large selection of tablature 
available. And of those two, DAA prob- 
ably has more offerings for the begin- 
ner. Unless teachers are capable and 
have the time necessary to produce 
appropriate beginning tablature, they 
may wish to use a tuning supported by a 
large library of tablature. 


Technical Concerns 

There are also a couple of technical 
concerns involved in choosing a begin- 
ner tuning. Although most modern dul- 
cimers have the 6+ fret, many of the 
older instruments do not. If the stu- 
dent’s dulcimer does not have the 6+ 
fret, the DAD tuning could be frustrat- 
ing for him/her. DGD, DAA, and DDD 
all work fine for a beginner without that 


fret. String size is another considera- 
tion. For example, a string that sounds 
good tuned to D may sound “floppy” 
tuned to the A below or may break 
when tuned to the A above. Of course, 
strings can be changed, but the teacher 
may need to know a little about how to 
adjust slot sizes in the saddle and nut 
for best sound. When the students 
move to a second tuning, these techni- 
cal concerns need to be addressed. One 
reason I like the DGD tuning for begin- 
ners is that I can move my students to 
DAD without making any adjustments 
to the strings. 


The Transferability of Skills 

Learning to play the dulcimer is a 
developmental process. One skill builds 
upon previous skills. Therefore, for me, 
another concern in choosing a beginner 
tuning is how much of what is learned 
in that tuning can be transferred to the 
second tuning I teach. For example, fin- 
gering in DGD on the melody and mid- 
dle strings can be used in DAD on the 
middle and bass strings because the 
interval between D and G is the same as 
for A and D. Furthermore, it works in 
reverse. My students can take what they 
learn in DAD and bring it back to 
DGD. Knowing a little beforehand 
helps in making a transition to the next 
tuning. 


Making an Informed Choice 

The relative importance of these fac- 
tors varies from teacher to teacher as 
does the comfort level with different 
tunings. I agree with many fellow teach- 
ers that no tuning is “better” than the 
others; they are different, and as teach- 
ers we need eventually to expose our 
students to more than one. The choice 
of initial tunings is just that—a choice. 
The list of factors discussed above is 
meant only to help teachers make an 
informed choice that is best for their 
students. 


Joe Collins is a minister and doctoral stu- 
dent in adult education. He has published 
three books of dulcimer tab aimed at begin- 
ner through novice players and has three 
recordings available. You can contact him at 
jcollins@shelby.net or at (704) 484-8414. 


Mountain 1 tow 20 nis, voeo 


DULCIMER 


Making for fun & profit 
Shows al the steps to make @ beautiful hourglass style Mt. dulimer, including 
the form, bending sides, laying out fretboard, nlying pea, inishing, en 
cludes plans and sources for materials, Burl Updyke, 9 Updyke Rd, 


Only®39.95 unlock cre, PA 19821 
plus $2 shipping wiw.dgitakauto.com/duloimec htm 


Folk Notes Banj-Mo 
by Dennis DenHartog. 
An old-time banjo sound 
& plays like a mountain 
dulcimer. Call or write: 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
2329 Curdes Avenue 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


260-484-9078 


www.folknotes.com 
DennisD@folknotes.com 


PRUSSIA VALLEY 


DULGIMERS 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 


14532 B, U.S. Rt. 23 
Waverly, Ohio 45690 
Featuring Instruments From: 
Prussia Valley, McSpadden, 
Folkcraft, Chittum, 
Masterworks, Dusty Strings, 
Songbird, Tacoma, Oscar 
Schmidt, Austin, Mid-Missouri, 
Deering, Strunal, Hohner & 
Walton 


Plus: 

CDs, Cassettes, Videos, 
Instruction Books, Electronic 
Tuners, Strings, Straps & More... 
Business Hours: 
10am-6pm, Tues. thru Sat. 
Closed Sunday & Monday 


740-941-1271 pvdulcimer@bright.net 
Located one hour south of Columbus. 
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DULCIMERS IK 
VBERSPACE 


by Tull Glazener, Indianapolis, Indiana 


Greetings from Cyberspace! With all the user-friendly 
search engines out there, and as more and more folks get 
used to traveling on the “Information Super Highway,” it has 
become pretty simple for folks to do their own surfing. Still, 
for the benefit of those of you who are relative “newbies” in 
cyberspace, we'd like to mention some of the more important 
dulcimer resources available out there to get you started on 
your journey. These are some jumping-off points, but don’t 
be afraid to surf on your own. Just type “dulcimer” into any 
search engine (lycos.com, google.com, altavista.com, etc), 
and stand back! 


E-Mail Based Message Boards 

There are a number of message boards that are devoted to 
either the hammered dulcimer or the mountain dulcimer, or 
both. You simply sign up (“subscribe”) to one of these lists, 
and then you automatically start getting copies of all the mes- 
sages sent to it from all the other subscribers. And the mes- 
sages you send get sent to every other member as well. For 
large groups, the volume can start to get overwhelming, so 
most have a means of allowing you to get just one (large) 
message each day with all of that day’s posts in it (known as 
“digest mode”). Here are ones of particular interest to dul- 
cimer players: 


Sweet Music List is devoted to the discussion of all aspects 
of selecting, playing, and building the mountain dulcimer. All 
messages sent to the list address are automatically forwarded 
to everyone who has subscribed. To subscribe, send a mes- 
sage to majordomo@clearspring.com with the following text 
in the body of the message: subscribe dulcimer-list or sub- 
scribe dulcimer-list-digest. You will receive a confirmation 
message with instructions on how to start posting messages to 
the group. 


Hammered_Duleimer is an open discussion list of all things 
related to the hammered dulcimer. To sign up, send a mes- 
sage to HAMMERED _DULCIMERS-REQUEST 
@fmp.com with the following text in the body of the mes- 


sage: subscribe. You will be asked to respond to a confirma- 
tion message that includes instructions. 

Hammerd (notice only one “e” in “hammerd”) is a moderat- 
ed list for hammered dulcimer topics. This means that each 
message sent to the list must be reviewed and approved by 
the list owner/moderator before it is forwarded on to the 
group. This keeps the list more focused and prevents “spam” 
and other off-topic posts from cluttering up the list. Since 
human intervention is required, it takes longer for messages 
to get circulated to the group. To sign up for this group, send 
a message to requests@hammerd.com with a line in the mes- 
sage such as “subscribe <your name>.” Once the moderator 
has processed your request, you can begin sending messages 
directly to hammerd@hammerd.com. 


YAHOO is an ISP (Internet Service Provider) that allows 
anyone to create a web-based discussion group for free. Your 
only price is having to wade through the occasional banner 
ads that pop up on your screen when you view the message 
board. Members can elect to receive posts individually, in a 
once-a-day digest format, or by accessing them directly from 
the Yahoo groups web site. Services include image galleries, 
links, and chat rooms. Following are two Yahoo groups of 
direct interest to dulcimer players: http://groups.yahoo.com/ 
group/DulcimerFriends, which grew out of the Sweet Music 
List group, allows (encourages?) a wider range of topics in 
addition to the mountain dulcimer. http://groups.yahoo.com/ 
group/claytonsdulcimerroom is devoted to discussion of 
anything/everything to do with both the mountain and the 
hammered dulcimer. 

If you have access to the “usenet Newsgroup” services 
(check with your Internet Service Provider), there is a news- 
group devoted to dulcimer topics (both mountain and ham- 
mered) that can be accessed at rec.music.makers.dulcimer. 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 


Web Sites 

There has been an explosion of web- 
sites over the past six or seven years. It 
has been estimated that about 5,000 
new websites are created on a daily 
basis, and about half that number are 
removed with the same regularity. Here 
are a few of the more “stable” sites of 
interest to dulcimer players: 


Sweet Music Index ¢ The “mother of 
all mountain dulcimer websites” can be 
accessed at www.bearmeadow.com/smi. 
This resource grew out of the Sweet 
Music List e-mail-based discussion 
group, and includes articles on the his- 
tory and the future of the instrument, 
tips on buying, building, and playing, 
along with indexes of clubs, teachers, 
performers, and festivals, and links to 
lots of other mountain dulcimer web- 
sites. 


The Official WWW Hammered 
Dulcimer Page * www.rtpnet.org/ 
~hdweb is a comprehensive informa- 
tive site devoted to the hammered dul- 
cimer, and includes basic information 
about the instrument, tips on building, 
buying, and playing, lists of teachers, 
recordings, tunes, books, and links to 
other internet resources. 


Digital Tradition * Looking for lyrics 
and chords to a song? Want to hear the 
melody line? Need a version in stan- 
dard music notation, penny whistle tab, 
or mountain dulcimer tab? Then check 
out “Yet Another Digital Tradition 
Page” at http://sniff.numachi.com/ 
~rickheit/dtrad/. This is an on-line data 
base of nearly 10,000 folk songs, most 
of which have sound files associated 
with them, indexed and searchable by 
any word or phrase in the title, or any 
of the verses. 


These are just a few of the many 
resources Out there of interest to dul- 
cimer players that will get you started. 
If you come across others that are par- 
ticularly useful for dulcimer players, 
please share them with us by dropping 
me an e-mail at tglazener@regenstrief. 
org. In the meantime, see you around 
the ’net! € 


Linda Thomas ... New Release 
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“Home” 


“Home” is an excursion through a variety of genres 
including Irish harp and fiddle music, English polkas and 
hornpipes and some new American gems. The hammered 
dulcimer is featured with guitar, mandolin, fiddle, flute, 
cello, piano, accordion, bodhran and others. 14 titles 
include: For J.L., Cascade, Steamtfolk Polkas, Azalea Waltz 
and Jerusalem Ridge. Available on Compact Disc only. 


Mail/Phone Orders To: Linda Thomas 
6409 E. 110th St. * Kansas City, MO 64134 


(816) 763-5040 
e-mail: lindadan@kc-primary.net 


Other recordings available: 


Merry Christmas - traditional Christmas songs - Star of 
Bethlehem, Silent Night, Away In A Manger.. 

Among Old Friends - fiddle tunes and waltzes - Red Wing, 
Ashokan Farewell, Kentucky Waltz, Clarinet Polka... 

The Gathering Place - titles include: In the Garden, 
Beyond the Sunset, How Great Thou Art, The Ash Grove... 
Playing Hammered Dulcimer - Notation book of 33 Waltzes, 
Reels, Hymns & Christmas Carols with companion cassette. 


(Cassettes $10 * CD $15 - plus $2 for shipping and handling) 


“..done with an ease which belies the difficulty of mastering such 
intricated and wide-ranging music; a new set of tunes to dance 
through your head for a long time to come. Well done, Linda!” 
—Walt Michael 


Discover 
your dulcimer’s 


Bow your dulcimer with JimBows 
to create a beautiful bowed 
saltry sound. Use your current 
Fammmaring patterns or find new 
ones as you explore your 
dulcimer’s exciting new voice. 


Instruction booklet 
and rosin included. 
Works on mountain 
dulcimers, too! 


< 
For more details visit or call: 
www.gleecircus.com 


Lee. e-mail: jim.wells@gleecircus.com 
tics phone: 650-573-8948 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 


A Large Selection of Quality 
Folk Instruments-Great Prices 


See Our Ad in The UnClassifieds! 


Dennis DenHartog 
Ph#: 260/484-9078 
www.folknotes.com 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 


2329 Curdes Avenue 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


MODERN MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


evolutionary/revolutionary 


Walkin’ Around Lucky 


Robert & Janita Baker 


Handcrafted Instruments 
by William Berg 


¢ Mountain Dulcimers 

e Hammered Dulcimers 
¢ Bowed Pealteries \£ | Traditional, country, blues and original songs 

® Lap Harps e Kalimbas } featuring guitar and dulcimer with banjo, autoharp, 
° Banjos © Mandolins j= accordian, fiddle and vocals 


..and much more! Plus a great selection 
Instructional Books and CD’s and Tapes. 


58 W. Main Street @ Nashville, IN 47448 
812-988-7077 or toll free 300-359-2173 


with 
Madeline MacNeil, 
Karen Mueller, 
Howie Bursen, 
Kelly Powers and 
Jean Sutton 


available from: 
Blue Lion 


10650 Little Quail Ln. 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 


(805) 438-5569 


CD $16.50, includes shipping 
www.mountainmademusic.com CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 


{ALN _STREE’ SERER'T 


GAS EO C'OM PAN 


Missigman Music stablished for 19 years 
creating custom cases ™ 
MASTER WORKS and protecting beloved 
Hammered Dulcimers and Psalteries dulcimers throughout the 
world. Call, write or fax 
McSPADDEN Mountain Dulcimers for free brochure. 


SPECIAL PO BOX 943 # DRIGGS, IDAHO ¢ 83422 
Complete Hammered Dulcimer and ES aoe TS 
Psaltery Packages SSS ee 
including stand, case, 

tuner, accessories 


BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS DULCIMER MOUNTAIN 
ARTS 


Original Embroidered Dulcimer 
Designs on shirts, briefcases, hats! 


Recordings by Donna Missigman 


Visit www. Missigman-Music.com 
for instruments, books, accessories, 
recording samples Dulcimer Music, Picks, Tuners 


MC/Visa or check to: Brand New Line of 


Missigman Music Reasonably Priced Dulcimer 
Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 J Irvit!! 
570-946-7841 ewelry!!!! 


e-mail: dulcimer@epix.net www.dulcimermountainarts.com 
www. Missigman-Music.com 407-579-0041 


www.madelinemacneil.com 


B® Recordings 
@ Music, videos 
® Performance dates...and more! 


Safe and secure ordering with 
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HARPMAKING MADE 

SIMPLE - A timeless book 

about harpmaking. (92 

pgs.) FULL-SIZE plans for 

all 3 harps. Easy to follow 

with almost 100 photos. 

Using just a jig saw, router, 

and drill press, you can 

build a harp in 10-20 hrs. 

“Minimal woodworking skills 

required. You can buy 

readily available lumber lo- 

cally, we can supply 

strings, precision-geared 

F tuners, and hardware. You 

can build the largest 36 

string ay for about $200 complete. Concert tone and 

superb design. If you like to work with wood, this is it. A 

fun and easy project. $25 + $4 S&H. JOHN KOVAC, 

HARPMAKER, 148 E. HIGH SPRUCE RD., FRONT 

ROYAL, VA 22630. Visa and MC accepted. Call Toll Free, 
866-HARPMAN (427-7626) 


Are you tired 
of playing 
music not 

written 

for your 

instrument? 

by Daryl J. Yearwood A 


Dulcimer 


—‘\._sImpressions 
= Wy fills that void. 


~4 Finally, solo 
music written 

to show off the 
beauty and 

depth of this 
wonderful 
instrument. 
Appropriate 

for all 

skill levels. 


Dulcimer Impressions— $12.95 
To Order send check or All the songs can be 
money order to— heard on our album 
Daryl J. Yearwood Silent Voices. Order 
403 Alabama Avenue both and save!! 
Clinton, TN 37716 CD & Book —S$22.00 
URL: http://www.ets-911.com/woodwindandwire/ 


an exciting instrumental album 


by Karen Mueller 


“A truly remarkable musician....she plays 
with both passion and precision.”-DPN 


Featuring mountain duléimer, bass dulcimer 
and autoharp with fiddle, bagpipes, flute and more 


Celtic, old-time and contemporary tunes including 
“Linus & Lucy” and “Music for a Found Harmonium” 


Send $15/CD, $10/CS + $2 S&H to: 
Karen Mueller, P.O. Box 80565 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 


www.karenmueller.com Pa 


Dulcimer music online 


Download from our website today! 


© High quality graphic files 
in both tablature and 
music notation 

© MP3 sound files 


e Our music is available at 
very modest prices. 


© Special offers include many 
files that are FREE ! 


e A variety of arrangements 
for beginners through 
to advanced, 


ww w.frettedmusic.com 
© New from Tom Baehr ® 
“Ancient Echoes” 
Music for Dulcimers and Flutes 
Onginal instrumentals on standard, baritone and 
bass fretted dulcimers, ceramic flute and fife, 
plus music by Fernando Sor and J. S. Bach 
Includes “Crescent Rag,” “Kaleidoscope” 
CD $15 plus $2 shipping and handling 
© Also by Tom Baehbr 
“An Inhabited Garden” 
Vignettes for Fretted Dulcimer 
Onginal tunes plus music from the British Isles 
Includes “Morgan Magan,” “Independence Rag” 
Cassette $10 plus $2 shipping and handling 
Hogfiddle Press 
P. O. Box 2721 
Woburm, MA 01888-1421 
baehr@world.std.com 


Handcrafted 
in wood and 
VERY light 
weight! 


Fits inside your Mountain Dulcimer 
case. Perfect for workshops & festivals. 
Holds 2 single sheets of music. 

No more heavy, awkward, metal stands. 
Cost: $10.00 which includes shipping! 
The Clip Stick©_ 2200 Kavanaugh Blvd. 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
(S01) 661-1129 
jimmunns@phbcarkansas.com 


The Clip 
Stick© 


modernmountaindulcimer.com 


What’s New 


by Neal Walters 


Bridge of Flowers 

Bonnie Leigh, Maywind Productions, PO Box 
4160, Brick, NJ 08723, 732-920-4600, 
bonnie@bonnieleigh.com, www.bon- 
nieleigh.com (book) 

Bridge of Flowers, is a CD full of 
homespun songs of life, love and fami- 
ly. Now Bonnie has released a compan- 
ion book with mountain dulcimer 
arrangements of all the songs from the 
recording. The songs are arranged in 
several different tunings (DAD, DAA, 
GDG, EAA) and a few require the use 
of a capo. Each arrangement is done in 
standard notation and tablature. The 
songs include Bridge of Flowers, 
Grandpa Loved Grandma, Dandelion 
Wine, and Life’s Railway to Heaven. 


Away from the Pack 

Rick Brockner a.k.a. the New Acoustic 
Howling Brothers, c/o Johansson’s Acoustic 
Music School, 510 Ryan Rd, Cary, N.C. 
27511, wwwyanric.com, 
JanRicMusic@aol.com. (CD) 

Rick Brockner and Marty Koehler 
(the Howling Brothers) have released 
an album that explores the more pro- 
gressive side of acoustic music. Rick 
sings and plays mountain dulcimer, 
guitar and bass, Marty sings and plays 
mandolin, and Cathy Plaut adds vocals 
on a couple of songs. All of the songs 
are originals and include Up on the 
Mountain, Away from the Pack, Rolling 
Downhill, and Song for Peggy. 


So Sang the River: 

Songs of Bill Staines Vol. | 

Heidi Muller, PO Box 76, Hope, NJ 07844, 
(206) 528-2526, www.heidimuller.com 
(Book/CD) 

This collection of eighteen songs by 
the legendary folk songwriter, Bill 
Staines, are newly arranged and tabbed 
for the mountain dulcimer. Many of his 
most popular songs like River, 
Roseville Fair, A Place in the Choir, 
and Sweet Wyoming Home are includ- 
ed. Dulcimer tunings include DAD, 
DAA, DGG and EAA. A companion 


CD demonstrates each song. 

Dance with Orion 

Heidi Muller, PO Box 76, Hope, NJ 07844, 
(206) 528-2526, www.heidimuller.com 
(Book) 

Heidi has also just released a new 
songbook with twelve original songs, 
jigs, and waltzes written for 3-string and 
4-equidistant-string mountain dulcimer. 
Most of the material, such as My Old 
Cat, Cassiopeia, Groundhog, Jesse’s 
Carol, and the two-part Winter’s Turn- 
ing, have been recorded on Heidi’s four 
CDs. Arrangements are mostly in DAD 
with others in DGD, DAA, EAA and 
AAA. 


Me, My Dulcimer and | 
Leon Lyons, 1122 De Witt Ave, Niles, MI 
49120, (616) 683-1247 (CD) 

Leon’s CD contains popular jam 
tunes that people have requested over 
the years. All the tunes are done as 
mountain dulcimer solos in a very 
pleasant and straightforward strumming 
style. The twenty-one tunes include 
When Irish Eyes Are Smiling, Down In 
the Valley, Wabash Cannonball, Simple 
Gifts, and Columbus Stockade Blues. 


The Garden in My Mind 

Ginny Mannina, PO. Box 332, Black 
Mountain, NC 28711, (828) 669-0378, 
vmannina@juno.com (CD) 

Ginny’s debut CD is a combination of 
traditional and original material that 
includes Celtic songs, blues and fiddle 
tunes, and a few sacred songs. She is 
joined on almost every track by Judy 
Larrabee, a former musical partner in 
the Northern Virginia-based dulcimer 
duo, Gentle Measures. Ginny and Judy 
play standard, baritone, and bass moun- 
tain dulcimer. Ginny also plays recorders 
and sings while Neal Walters plays 
concertina, guitar and bass. The tunes 
include Columbus Stockade Blues, 
Rainbow of Dreams, Blind Mary/ 
Carrickfergus, and Loch Tay Boat Song. 


We Shall Meet 
Mill Run Dulcimer Band, c/o Keith Young, 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003, 
(703) 941-1071, www.appalachian 
dulcimers.com (CD) 

Northern Virginia is the home to the 


seemingly ageless Mill Run Dulcimer 
Band. Over a period that spans nearly 
twenty-five years, Keith Young, Kit Put- 
nam, Woody Padgett, Robin Gaiser, 
and Kathleen Gotzmer (along with for- 
mer members Terry Houff and Neal 
Walters) have released seven albums of 
traditional and sentimental music fea- 
turing the mountain dulcimer. We Shall 
Meet is an all-gospel release that fea- 
tures seventeen of the band’s most 
requested gospel tracks from earlier 
albums combined with five newly 
recorded tracks. Selections include Will 
There Be Any Stars in My Crown, Res- 
ignation, Will There Be Any Chickens 
in Paradise?, and Down to the Valley to 
Pray. 


These Winter Joys 

Tina Bergmann and Bryan Thomas, Blue 
Heron Productions, 6370 Lakeview Dr, 
Ravenna, OH 44266, (330) 677-0208, 
bergbros@acorn.net (CD) 

Hammered dulcimer player Tina 
Bergmann’s latest release is a collection 
of wintry melodies. Tina’s husband, 
Bryan Thomas, accompanies on bass. 
The entire collection, from the opening 
notes of a very danceable Ding, Dong 
Merrily on High to the final flourishes 
of a majestic Joy to the World, is a 


delight. G3 
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"92 Winfield Champion « '99 Mountain Laurel Champion 
Autoharp & Hammered Dulcimer 
Twenty Mostly Solo Tunes 


“A treasure trove...each one a gem.” 
— Neal Walters, Reviewer, Dulcimer Players News 


$17 postage paid to: 
Carey Dubbert 
18000 Coleman Valley Road 
Occidental, CA 95465 


Play list at www.monitor.net/~dca/carey 


Jim Curley’s 
Mountain Music Shoppe 
11200 Johnson Drive 


Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
(913) 962-9711 


Wwww.mountainmusicshoppe.com 


Dealerships: 
Deering* Ome* 
Mike Ramsey* 
Kentucky* 
Mid-Missouri* 
Oscar Schmidt* 
Sigma* Cort* 
Magic Fluke* 
Master Works* 
Song Bird* 
Rick Thum* 
McSpadden* 
and many more! {yi 


Specializing in 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimers 


Civil War, 1800's, Old Time, Bluegrass & 
World Instruments, Accessories, CDs, 
Cassettes, Books, Miscellaneous 
Gift Certificates & Lay-A-Ways 


Lessons * Repairs 
Buy * Sell * Trade * Consign 


Private Performances * Solos or Groups 


SOUNDINGS 


A REPERTOIRE BOOK 
for the Fretted Dulcimer 


Revised, Second Edition 


Over 80 Arrangements 
by Anna Barry 


15 New Arrangements 
Most with Melody and Harmony Parts 


American Popular, Old English, and 
Early American Tunes; Christmas and 
Easter Carols; Traditional Tunes in Non- 
Traditional Tunings; Songs for Singing; 

Marches for Mountain Dulcimer; 

Ensembles for Dulcimers, Recorders, 

Flute. Guitar Chords. 


“The Sound is the Gold in the Ore.” 
Robert Frost 


Order From: SOUNDINGS 
PO Box 1974 « Boone, NC 28607 
Singles Copies: $18.75 
Postpaid in the U.S. 

NC residents please add 6% Sales Tax 


Unclassified ads are 45¢ per word, 
payable in advance. There is a 20% 
discount for pre-paid (4 issues) 
unclassified ads running unchanged 
in 4 or more consecutive issues. 


Hammered Dutcimers: Instruments and 
kits from $195, Also stands, hammers, 
books. Since 1976. 800-419-9802. 
www.GrassrootsDulcimers.com. 


Chinese Hog Bristie Dusters: Over 4” 
static free bristles set in a hand 
turned hardwood handle. Ideal for 
hammered dulcimers and other 
stringed instruments, computer 
keyboards, and any delicate items. 
Comes with storage tube. $15 plus 
$2 shipping. Special 6 for $75 with 
free shipping. Cliff's Custom Crafts, 
43 York St., Bay City, MI 48708. 
517-892-4672. 


At Folk Notes, we select our dul- 
cimers for the best sound and work- 
manship in each price range. Black 
Rose, Folkcraft, Folkroots, Jeff 
Gaynor, McSpadden, TK O’Brien, 
and Simerman mountain dulcimers. 
Black Rose Banjimers and our Folk 
Notes Banj-Mo, a hybrid banjo/ 
mountain dulcimer with old-time 
banjo sound. Songbird and TK 
O'Brien hammered dulcimers, folk 
harps, open back banjos, autoharps, 
Irish and Indian flutes, tinwhistles, 
bodhrans, ethnic percussion instru- 
ments. Dulcimer and autoharp 
lessons. Mon-Friday, some Satur- 
days. Call for info or appointment, 
260-484-9078. 2329 Curdes Ave, 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805. www.folk 
notes.com 


Hammered Dulcimer Book & €D,video. 
For beginning to intermediate ham- 
mered dulcimer players. Twenty-five 
tunes and arrangements. Also, book 
wi/CD, video for mountain dulcimer. 
Me! Bay Publications by Madeline 
MacNeil. Book & CD: $2000; 
Video: $3000. Shipping: $300 first 
item, $.50 for each add. item. PO. 
Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604. 
540-678-1305. Order online: 
www.madelinemacneil.com. 
Visa/MC. 

For Sale: Lindsey Grand HD. Huge 
sound, one of his best. Priced way 
below new at $900. (615) 367-6902 
or r3k @bellsouth.net. 


Unclassifieds 


Dulcimer Players News Recent back 
issues $6 each. Dulcimer Players 
News, P.O. Box 2164, Winchester, 
VA 22604. 540-678-1305. E-mail: 
dpn@dpnews.com. Order subscrip- 
tions online: www.dpnews. 

com. Visa/MC. 


Since 1950, Sing Out! The Folk Song 
Magazine has covered the world of 
traditional and contemporary folk 
music. Each quarterly 200-page issue 
includes articles, news, reviews, fes- 
tival listings, and instrumental 
‘Teach-Ins” plus lead sheets for 
twenty songs. Subscribing Member- 
ship starts at $25/yr. Basic Member- 
ship (includes CD each quarter with 
all the songs in each issue) starts at 
$50/yr. Info: Sing Out!, Box 5253-D, 
Bethlehem, PA 18015-0253. 
info@singout.org, www.singout.org. 


‘His records, kooks, festivals and 
appearances have literally influ- 
enced thousands of dulcimer play- 
ers.” —Victory Music Review, 
Seattle. Booking information, 
recordings, Wild Dulcimer Online 
at www.robertforce.com. 


Autcharp Quarterly, the international 
magazine dedicated to the autoharp 
enthusiast. Subscriptions: US-$20, 
Canada-$22, Europe-$24, Asia/ 
South Pacific-$26. US currency, 
please. Stonehill Productions, PO 
Box 336, New Manchester, WV 
26056-0336, ahquarterly @ 
home.com, www.fmp.com/aq 


Acoustic music instruction with Seth 
Austen. Private lessons or group 
workshops in scenic New Hamp- 
shire location. Acoustic guitar, fret- 
ted dulcimer, mandolin, bouzouki, 
fiddle, banjo, percussion, recording 
techniques. Styles include Celtic, 
Appalachian, bottleneck, blues, 
klezmer, international and more. For 
information visit http:/Avww. 
sethausten.com, email seth@ 
sethausten.com or call 603-539-8301. 


Sampler Records UD. We sell antique 
and new hammered dulcimers, 
McSpadden mountain dulcimers; 
recordings of hammered dulcimer, 
mt. dulcimer, fiddle, harp, Shaker, 
Celtic, hymns, children’s music and 
more. Check our sales specials and 
Mitzie Collins’ concert and moun- 
tain and hammered dulcimer work- 
shop schedule in Western New York 
State on our website, www.sampler- 
folkmusic.com. Sampler Records 
Ltd, PO Box 19270, Rochester NY 
14619, 585-328-5856. E-mail: sam- 


plerrec@aol.com. 


Instrument Builders: Our respected 
quarterly journal American Lutherie 
is entirely devoted to building and 
repairing dulcimers, guitars, man- 
dolins, lutes, violins, and other 
string instruments, We also have 
instrument plans including a ham- 
mer dulcimer. Write for complete 
info, or send $39 for membership. 
GAL, 8222 S. Park, Tacoma, WA 
98408. www.luth.org. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood Music. 
We have over 600 new acoustic 
instruments in stock—including 
fine displays of mountain and ham- 
mered dulcimers. Wildwood Music, 
Historic Roscoe Village, Coshocton, 
OH 43812. 740-622-4224, 
www.wildwoodmusic.com. 


Cimhaloms. Large chromatic ham- 
mered dulcimer with pedals. New 
and reconditioned. Various prices. 
Alex Udvary, 2115 W. Warner, 
Chicago, IL 60618. 
www.cimbalom master.com. 


Greatest Hits of the 18th Century. Thirty- 
one tunes arranged for mountain 
dulcimer, with music, tab, lyrics and 
historical notes on composers and 
songs. Includes Colonial carols, clas- 
sical pieces, dances and duets, fea- 
turing 11 pieces from The Beggar's 
Opera, plus a unique arrangement 
of “The Star-Spangled Banner” and 
selections from J. S. Bach, C.RE. 
Bach, Johann Kreiger, Playford’s 
Dancing Master and D’ Urfey’s Pills 
to Purge Melancholy. Most 
arrangements in 1-5-8. $15 +$2 
shipping. Janice Steinbeck, 809 
Quail Road, Marlton, NJ 08053. Jan- 
nasong @aol.com 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all 
of the very active Dulcimer Clubs in 
the great state of Mississippi for 
putting on so many fine events every 
year. It takes a lot of work, planning, 
cooperation, and many dedicated 
volunteers to create fun events in 
places like Booneville, Tishomingo, 
and Jackson, just to name a few. We 
also want to thank all of the loyal 
members of the Modern Mountain 
Family in the South, the North, the 
East, and the West for your loyalty 
and your support. Live your 
DREAM, awake! As always, we 
want to invite you to visit our web 
site 
http://modernmountaindulcimer.com 
to learn more about our high perfor- 


mance Mountain Dulcimers or call 
David at 870-251-3665 to place a 
order, answer a question, or to 
arrange a visit to the place where 
they are created in Batesville, 
Arkansas. Stay in tune! 


New: “Memorable Melodies” for 4 
equally spaced strings. $16 plus $2 
S/H. Norma Davis, 205 Engel Rd., 
Loudon, TN 37774. For other books, 
write or visit www.woodsong. 
com/davismusic/index.htm. 


Maximize your practice, playing, or per- 
forming with Steve Schneider. Per- 
sonalized long-distance learning on 
hammered dulcimer/music/perfor- 
mance via audiocassette, cd, mini- 
disc, or videotape. For details: 
1-800-DULCIMER or write 

info@ steveschneider.com. 


ae 


MASTERS OF THE MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
VOL. 2 featuring 20 nationally 
acclaimed artists. Old Time, Classi- 
cal, Original, Popular, Celtic and 
Ragtime solo and ensemble selec- 
tions. If you enjoyed Volume 1, 
you'll need to add this to your col- 
lection! A Classical Collection 
Book-I7 Solo and Ensemble 
Arrangements by Susan Trump for 
Novice, Intermediate and Advanced 
Players including Bach, Mozart, 
Vivaldi, Praetorius and that prolific 
composer Anon. Available from 
Susan Trump Music, PO Box 313D, 
Newtonville, NY 12128. $16.50 for 
the Masters CD, Classical Book $10. 
Shipping $1.50 for the first item plus 
$1.00 for all others. www.susan 
trump.com or 

e-mail susantrump@ aol.com. 


For Sala: Bass mountain dulcimer. 

Handcrafted prototype by Jerry 

Rockwell, Guysville, OH. Instru- 

ment length—46% fretboard length 

30°, soundchamber dept.—2-5/8” : 
$600, shipping included. Rick 
Savors, 614-888-8941, rsavors@ 
columbus.rr.com. 


For Sate: Six stringed June Apple 
mountain dulcimer. Like new. $500. 
Call 336-627-0220 after 6:00 p.m. 


For the absolute beginner to advanced: 
DAD Tuning Davis’ Dulcimer 
Delights, book 1 plus CD, $20. 
Classical Dulcimer DAD Finger- 
picking, $16. S/H $3. Norma Davis, 
205 Engel Rd., Loudon TN 37774. 


Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


From a musician's hand 


Fine Instruments from 
Dulcimettes to Baritones 
since 1970 


A Little 
cao of That 


Walnut or Cherry, $15 His Debut CD 
Ebony or Rosewood w/ with Sixteen 
Pearl Snowflake, $20 
Gold or Black 
Aluminum, $20 
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All Prices Postpaid vatioe 
an 
Tin Whistle. 
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“Maggie” 
Send SASE for brochure “Wild Mountain 
Thyme” 
and 
“Cajun Waltz” 


224 E. Maynard, Columbus, OH 43202 i 
614-263-7246 www.ronewingdulcimers.com Thistledew eae ce ~ a OH 43334 


New Release on CD! 


Blue Lion _Wateree 


on hammered dulcimers, 


Musical Instrum en tS biiciet mandolin and guitar 


Authorized builders of the Jean Ritchie Dulcimer 
and the Force-d’ Ossché Six String Dulcimer. 


Handcrafted guitars and dulcimers of exceptional quality 
preferred by fine musicians including: Janita Baker, Anna Barry, 
Cathy Barton, Larkin Bryant, Rosamond Campbell, Carrie Crompton, 
Neal Hellman, Jay Leibovitz, Wade Hampton Miller, 
Mark Nelson, Jean Ritchie, Sally Rogers and others. 


. lue Lion | Susan Vinson Sherlock 


Santa Margarita, CA 93453 On hammered Dulcimer 
(805) 438-5569 With Albert Dulin, Dan Bright, 
Fred McKinney 
And Special Guest 
Ken Kolodner 
Hammered Dulcimer, Fiddle 


CDs - $15.00 + $2.00S & H 
PO Box 1281 
York, South Carolina, 29745 


Call or write for free catalog. ‘“ oe: SVSherlock@aol.com 
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800.487.4939 


neal@gourd.com 
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Rick Thum Dulcimers 


“A Clear Sound Choice!” 


These instruments are the result of years 
of experience and _ performance 
requirements of Rick Thum. 

He demanded a dulcimer of clarity and 
power, without the problem of excessive 
sustain. 


The experienced player will discover a fast 
attack, broad dynamic range and 
balanced voicing. The new player will 
notice a clear, beautiful tone and easy 
playability in a handsome, cleanly 


designed instrument of surprisingly light weight. 


Play the Rick Thum Dulcimers and compare them to others. 


This will be your 


dulcimer for a lifetime, which is how long we guarantee its quality and workmanship. 
Available in two modes: Lightweight and Professional (both 16/16) 


Dealer inquiries welcomed. Phone: (636) 677-7477 or E-mail: rthum@rthum.com 


Visit our web site: www.rthum.com 


Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 8/1/2002, that means your subscription ends with this 


issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, send us your renewal before 


Dealers 


The Dulcimer Shoppe 
1104 Sylamore 

Mt. View, AR 72560 
877-269-4422 
Mountain View Music & Gifts 
123 West Washington 
Mt. View, AR 72560 
870-269-9044 
Mountain Music Shoppe 
11200 Johnson Drive 
Shawnee, KS 66203 
913-962-9711 

Elderly Instruments 
1100 N. Washington 
Lansing, MI 48906 
517-334-5840 

House of Musical Traditions 
7040 Carrol Ave. 
Takoma Park, MD 20912 
301-270-9090 

Geoffrey J. Seitz, Violin 
4171 Loughborough 

St. Louis, MO 63116 
314-353-1312 

Main Street Mercantile 
311S. Main St. 
Carthage, MO 64836 
417-358-1800 

River Song Music Shop 
7 North 2nd, St. 

Ripley, OH 45167 
888-382-9274 

Silver Chords 

Dulcimer & Gift Shop 
125 E. Main St. 
Jonesborough, TN 37659 
423-788-2863 
Pick-N-Hammer 

16142 Hexham Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379 
281-370-9495 


October 1, 2002. Labels dated 11/1/2002 mean you have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 


